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NE liberal advertiser who uses many papers 

O says that he sometimes thinks that nearly 

all his actual replies come from The Sun- 

day School Times. Enthusiastic readers count. 

Are you not only reading but answering adver- 
tisements in this paper? 











Day by Day 
By W. J. Swigart 


F IS evening now. The day is done; 
2 4 Its toils were hard, with burdens 
pressed. ’ 
I’m tired now—my strength well gone— 
I thank thee, Lord, for night and rest. 
x * *% * 


The night is gone. °Tis morning now; 
My rest was sweet—no toil-pangs lurk. 
My mind refreshed, my strength renewed : 

I thank Thee now for day and work. 








An Index to the contents of The Sunday School 
Times for 1915, both general and classified by depart- 
ments, by titles, and by authors, giving also titles and 
authors of books noticed, may be had from The Sun- 
day School Times Company for ten cents. 


a 
Seeing Jesus 


To see Jesus is to die. And this vision that 
brings death to ourselves is one of the greatest bless- 
ings that Jesus offers us, For we need to die; the 
only safe thing to do with any of us is to put us to 
death. The day that Saul of Tarsus saw Jesus he 
died ; and that was one of the greatest blessings that 
could have come to the church, and the world, and to 
Saul. We all know how we long to have our worth- 
less, poisonous self die, and how utterly unable we 
are of ourselves to put it to death, We cannot crucify 
self ; it is too powerful. But a true sight of Jesus will 
‘* destroy it,’’—render it inoperative, But again, to 
see Jesus is to live. Paul of Tarsus began to live when 
he really saw Jesus. And that was an even greater 


blessing to the church, and to the world, and to Paul 
than the death of Saul had been. So if we want to 
live with the very life of God, we must look at Jesus. 
He can crucify us ; and he can raise us from the dead 
into his resurrection life, that ‘‘as he is, even so are 
we in this world,’’ ; 

x 


- 89° Gifts Meant for You 


. Do you know what God is asking you to take 
from him? Have you really looked into the legacy, 
the bequest, which has been made to you in the will, 
the last testament of Jesus Christ,—that inviolable 
document that we call the New Testament? We can- 
not know what our legacy is until we have gained a 
clear idea of Christ and his work, past, present, and 
future, as these are described there. Three offers God 
in Christ makes to us: ‘* Pardon for the past, peace 
for the present, glory for the future.'’ If we accept 
them, —as we may this moment, —they make the past 
as though it had not been ; the present a continuing 
miracle ; the future a sure hope that goes utterly 
beyond the best that we can ask orthink, That is our 
inheritance. Let us claim it this moment, and every 


moment 
a“ 


The Christian’s Shadow 

Good things are to be avoided by the Christian 
as well as evil things. If activities entirely right in 
themselves are not the things Christ has commis- 
sioned us to do, we should no more give time to them 
than an employee ‘should occupy himself. during 
working hours with affairs outside his business. A 
Christian business man recently asked Dr. C. I. Sco- 
field what the attitude of a Christian should be toward 
the reform movements that insistently claim atten- 
tion. Dr. Scofield’s answer took an illustration from 
the current Sunday-school lesson. He imagined 
Peter reporting with great enthusiasm to the brethren 


The Fallacy of the 


E ARE told that if men everywhere would sim- 
ply recognize their universal brotherhood, and 
live accordingly, the Golden Age would come. 

Through eloquent newspaper editorials and glowing 
magazine articles the masses of readers are thrilled by 
the simplicity of the idea that, inasmuch as God is 
the Father of all men, and all men are brothers, we 
need merely to spread broadcast the fact of our uni- 
versal brotherhood, show men of all nations the bless- 
ings that would immediately and inevitably come from 
living together as members of the family which they 
are, and thus the race and the world would enter upon 
such an era of co-operation and love and peace as we 
all long for but have never yet seen. 

A powerfully written article in a current magazine 
describes the marvels of civilization half a century 
ahead, and then the formation and federation of the 
‘* World State’’ that is even to-day the glittering hope 
of so many. ‘‘ Isn't it stupid,’’ says one in this arti- 
cle, ‘«that it didn’t happen before ?’’ 

‘«The world was not ready for it before,’’ is the 
answer. ‘‘ The souls of men were asleep, it has taken 
the aftermath of the Great War to awaken them. Men 
who could drive thousands of little children to work 
in factories, ... weaken their parents by hard and 
often dangerous toil, just to build up unreasonable 
riches for a few—men like that could not even see a 
possibility of world brotherhood. Men who quarreled 
over creeds and failed to realize that it was the purpose 
not the dogma of their Christianity that counted. . 
they could not arrange a working system of biother- 
hood."’ 

Men welcome every indication of the dropping of 





at Jerusalem his experience in the healing of the sick. 
All the sick ones had done was to have his shadow 
fall upon them as he passed by, and they were healed ! 
So he had now determined on a new course. On 
bright, sunshiny days he would walk up and down the 
street and cast shadows. To the protest that his real 
work was to preach the gospel, Peter replied that 
nothing could be more worth-while than healing this 
misery which was so real and tangible, and he ad- 
vised each of the other disciples to pick out a street 
and cast shadows. ‘*‘ How long does any one sup- 
pose,’’ asked Dr. Scofield, ‘‘that Peter would be 
working miracles of healing after he had gone into 
the shadow business ?’’ The ‘* shadow business *’ of 
Christians is good, the by-products of Christian mis- 
sions we should rejoice in,—but the one prime busi- 
ness of the Church and of each individual Christian is 
to make Christ known and to save men’s souls, 


a“ 
Thinking and Drinking 


Man’s mind can almost work miracles. It 
sweeps away almost every sort of obstacle—except 
sin. And drunkenness is a deadly foe to the mind. 
So some one has said: ‘‘ Drinking makes - thinking 
impossible ; some day thinking will make drinking 
impossible,"’ The first half of that epigram is true ; 
the second half is not. No matter how evident the 
deadly disasters of drinking are made to the mind of 
man, his thinking will never make drink disasters im- 
possible,—-though it may by law banish the saloon. 
For such drinking is sin; and the clearest, most 
concentrated thought of man will never drive sin 
out. One or another individual, or a great many 
individuals, may, by thought and will-power, forever 
stop drinking ; but mankind will never, by taking 
thought, make this or any other sin-caused thing im- 
possible. Sin will be impossible when God is all and 
in all,—and that day will not be ushered in by the 
help of man’s mind, 


% 


Brotherhood of Man 


religious differences and the getting together on a 
universal brotherhood platform. ‘This indeed is 
called real religion. So a newspaper dispatch such 
as appeared in the Public Ledger of Philadelphia, 
two days before last Christmas, is welcomed by the 
many as they read that in the Holy City of Jerusalem 
a vast throng of Christians, Mohammedans, and Jews 
gathered together and prayed for peace. The inci- 
dent itself occurred in October, when twenty-five 
men went into all sections of Jerusalem and cried 
aloud : 


God is great! There is no God but God! Mohammed, 
Christ and Moses are His prophets! Ye sons of God and 
sons of Abraham, prepare ye with your children! At the 
toth hour of Sunday bells from all directions will ring, 
heavy guns will be shot from the Tower of David! As 
soon as ye children of God hear this, go forth to your ceme- 
teries and pray to God have mercy and bring peace upon 
His people! 


Some thirty thousand Christians, thirty-five thou- 
sand Mohammedans, and forty thousand Jews, we 
are told, heeded the call. 

Another writer declares that ‘‘men are arising to a 
new consciousness of the meaning involved in the 
expression ‘the brotherhood of man’ ’’ because of the 

‘gainful loss’’ in last year’ sinternal revenue receipts 
from the liquor traffic. The implication is that, no 
matter what the religious belief of men is or is not, 
they are recognizing their own brotherhood with all 
men, and that God is their Father, when they unite 
to cut down the liquor traffic revenues by twenty- 
three million dollars in one year. 

We can well praise God for any such disaster to the 
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liquor traffic as this. We can well praise him for 
every increasing indication of a spirit of brotherhood 
among men throughout the world, But as we do so, 
let us not be deceived as to what the real facts are. 

It is a hopeless fallacy to.say that universal recog- 
nition of the brotherhood of man would solve all 
problems. For there is no such thing as the uni- 
versal brotherhood of man. And to ‘‘ recognize’’ 
what does not exist is not a hopeful first step toward 
any desirable end. 

Equally, to recognize the universal Fatherhood of 
God would not solve a single problem now confront- 
ing the world. For there is no universal Fatherhood 
of God. God is not the Father of all men. 

Brotherhood, of course, depends upon fatherhood. 
If there is a universal brotherhood there must be a 
universal fatherhood. The one falls to pieces without 
the other. To be brothers, men must be sons of the 


same parent. And that is not true of all men to-day.. 


To be the son of any one, you must have that one’s 
life in you. But a very small fraction of the billion 
and a half of men on earth to-day have the life of 
God within them. The race lost the life of God when 
in Adam it fell. ‘Through one man sin entered 
into the world, and death through sin ; and so death 
passed unto all men, for that all sinned'’ (Rom. 
5:12). ‘In Adam all die’’ (1 Cor. 15:22). Now 
death is separation from God. The death resulting 
from sin does not mean merely physical death, for 
millions are ‘‘dead through trespasses and sins"’ 
2 2:1) who have not yet experienced physical 

eath, The worst and invariable result of sin is 
spiritual death : complete separation from God, com- 
plete loss of His life. With none of the life of God 
in them men cannot be sons of God. If they are not 
his sons, they cannot be brothers. 

. God's Word is very clear on this. It deciares the 
*« creaturehood"’ of all men, but not the brotherhood. 
He has indeed ‘* made of one all nations of men" 
(Acts 17 : 26). The same passage (v. 29) calls men 
his ‘‘ofispring,"’ and the Greek word here means 
simply ‘‘race."" Men are God's race; he made 
them. But this passage says nothing about God's 
being the Father of all men, while other passages 
clearly show that he ts not. 

Vet there ave men who are sons of God, and among 
whom brotherhood is therefore possible. When Jesus 
Christ came to this earth, ‘‘as many as received him, 
to them gave he the right to become children of God, 
even to them that believe on his name: who were 
born, not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of 
the will of man, but of God*’ (John 1: 12, 13). To 
such believers God said through Paul (Gal. 3 : 26): 
‘‘Ye are all sons of God, through faith, in Christ 
Jesus.”’ 

By natural human birth into this fallen human race 
no soul is or can be a child of God, But when 
through faith in Jesus Christ as Saviour that soul has 
been born again, born anew from above by the act of 
the Holy Spirit of God, he for the first time enters 
into the family of God. ‘* Whosoever believeth that 
Jesus is the Christ is begotten of God’’ (1 John 5:1). 
Belief is the secret of brotherhood. 

In Jesus’ earthly days there were Jews who prided 
themselves on being sons of Abraham, and who also 
sought to kill Jesus. . The day came when our Lord 
had a very frank talk with them. Without evasion 
he said: ‘‘ Ye seek to kill me, a man that hath told 
you the truth, which I heard from God: this did not 
‘Abraham. Ye do the works of your father. They 
said unto him, We were not born of fornication ; we 
have one Father, even God. Jesus said unto them, 
If God were your Father, ye would love me: ... Ye 
are of your father the devil, and the lusts of your 
father it is your will todo, He was a murderer from 
the beginning... he is a liar, and the father thereof"’ 
(John 8 : 40-44). Thus it is a tragic truth, declared 
to us by God, that those who have not received Jesus 
Christ as their Saviour and Life have in them none of 
the life of God, are not God's children, but are chil- 
dren of the unspeakable murderer and liar Satan, 
whose purpose and mission it is to keep men forever 
out of the family of God by setting them against 
Christ, and who succeeds in this mission with every 
soul that dies out of Christ. 

The natural brotherhood of human ‘blood is the 
brotherhood of the family and fatherhood of Satan. 

The supernatural brotherhood won through the 
shed blood of Jesus Christ is the brotherhood of be- 
lievers, who alone have entered into the family of 
God and to whom alone he can become Father. 

There can be no brotherhood between those fam- 
ilies whose fathers are respectively God and Satan. 

No unbeliever can pray the prayer beginning with 
the words «Our Father who art in heaven."’ - God 
longs to have all men through their acceptance of 
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Jesus Christ pray that prayer; but he knows that not 
all will come into his family. : 

Perhaps the worst fact in the fallacy and modern 
fetish of the brotherhood of man is not merely that it 
is foolish and futile, but that it is fatal,—it contains a 
deadly poison. For, as has been well said, ‘If all 
men are sons of one Father, God, they do not need 
to be born again in order that they may become 
sons."'1 The assertion of the universal brotherhood 
of man denies the need of the cross of Christ, tepu- 
diates his atonement, blasphemes his blood. 

With a clear understanding of the truth that God's 
Word reveals to us, God asks us who in recognition 
of our own worthlessness have through belief on his 
Son as our Saviour been taken into his family, to 
show that true neighborliness toward others round 
about us that God can use to win them into his fam- 
ily. We cannot be brothers to the unsaved, But we 
can be neighbors, showing kindness and meeting 
their needs in every way that the love of God directs, 
in order that through all eternity we may have the 
unspeakable joy of brotherhood with some who 
through us were brought by Christ into the family of 
God, 


1 From ‘“ Universal Brotherhood a Snare of Satan,” by R. E. 
Neighbour. a pamphlet that is well worth reading and from which 
some of the points in this editorial have been taken (Bible Truth 
Depot, Swengel, Pa., 5 cents). 

















What Can an Iron Will Do? 


In your issue of October 16, 1915, you have an editorial 
on ‘‘ Self-Control Impossible."’ On the last page of the 
same issue you carry an advertisement which says, ‘* Any 
one can have an indomitable will,"’ and makes other simi- 
lar statements, with a graphic cut. ‘These two are wholly 
contradictory to my mind; and the question is, which 
shall I believe ?—AN OLD SUBSCRIBER FROM INDIANA. 
The puzzled reader from Indiana had better believe 

both, For both are true. We can train’ our.wills 
until they become ‘‘iron,’’ indomitable in their de- 
cisive power, We can learn how to make maryelous con- 
quests over our natural weaknesses and habits by 
sheer will-power. Most peuple do not dream of the 
possibilities of their will-power; and most people 
are failing to develop and use their wills as they 
might. Such a book as ‘‘ Power of Will,’’ by Had- 
dock (Pelton Publishing Co., 110 Frank Building, 
Meriden, Conn., $3), the advertisement of which in 
The Sunday School Times has given rise to this 
query, can do much to open up to Christian people 
new possibilities of natural attainment, even though 
it does not deal with Christian truth as The Sunday 
School Times would. 

But there is one thing that a will of indomitable 
power, trained until it has the texture of tempered 
steel, can never do. Our wills can never control our 
sinful self. And that is the truth that the editorial 
note on ‘‘ Self-Control Impossible’’ was pointing out. 
‘¢Self,’’ the sinful nature, is stronger than any power 
in the universe but one,—the power of God, 

Man can, by his will-power, direct or control the 
particular way in which his sinful self may express 
itself. But that is very different from completely con- 
trolling the sinful self. For example, a man even 
with a strong and hitherto uncontrollable appetite for 
liquor can—this has been demonstrated over and over 
again—by sheer will-power control his desire for 
liquor and become a total abstainer. But that is not 
really controlling the sinful self; it is only directing 
the sinful self away from one sort of an expression, 
with the certain result that it will express itself in 
some other way. That other way may be in ill- 
temper, or irritation, or impatience, or unlove, or 
pride; worst and subtlest of all, the sinful self that 
the man attempts to control by his. will-power finds 
full and unhindered expression in rebellion against 
the will of God and in the worst of all sins: unbelief. 

So it is that our only hope of the victorious con- 
quest of our sinful self is Jesus Christ. As the edi- 
torial note referred to said : ‘‘ He [Christ] can control 
that poisonously worthless self of ours ; he can coun- 
teract its power so completely that it cannot express 
itself."” No human will-power in time or eternity can 
ever do this. 

The human will is natural ; the tonquest of the sinful 
self is always and only supernatural. The human 
will can accomplish marvelous things; but. when, 
having come to its end, it meets more than its match 
in the sinful. nature, then the supernatural power of 
God, offered to us by grace through Jesus Christ as 
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Saviour and Lord, steps in and does what the indom- 


-itable will of man cannot do, There are, therefore, 


certain things that one who enters into the. Victorious 
Life in Christ ceases to attempt to do by his will- 
power, even though as a Christian he has hitherto 
supposed that his will-power was the needed force. 
Recognizing all this, we have a duty to train our 
wills and to use them in legitimate ways to the utter- 
most of their possibilities. We have also a duty to 
accept ‘ the life that is Christ,’’ and, while using our 
human powers to his glory, let him use his power and 
reveal himself in us in ways that transcend the best 
that is human. 
<x 


Magazines that Won’t Advertise Liquor 

Since last Temperance Sunday America’s temper- 
ance forces and her Sunday-school forces have lost 
one of their most valued leaders. Mrs. Zillah Foster 
Stevens (who. was .called to be with her Lord on 
December 3), as Temperance Superintendent of the 
International Sunday School Association and as a 
consulting temperance editor of The Sunday School 
Times, had long led in some of the most effective blows 
delivered against the liquor traffic. 

One of the pioneer movements in which The Sunday 
School Times was associated. with Mrs. Stevens was 
the taking of a poll of the American magazines to 
determine their attitude toward the liquor question. 
A list of secular magazines that had barred liquor 
advertisements from their columns, gathered as a 
result of this investigation, was pub®shed in The 
Sunday School Times in 1908. In March, 1915, Mr. 
Deets Pickett, the wide-awake Research Secretary of 
the Temperance Society of the Methodist Episcopal 
Church, published in one of the weekly news bul. 
letins of the Society the results of a new poll of the 
magazines that revealed a gain in seven years of over 
one hundred percent. 

In announcing the: new list Mr. Pickett wrote : 


On November 14, 1908, The Sunday School Times pub- 
lished a list of forty magazines which at that time declined 
liquor advertising. The list included ten magazines which 
are distinctly designed to appeal to women. The Tem- 
perance Society has a made a poll of all magazines, 
without, however, including women’s publications, which 
it is presumed are all, or practically all, without such ad- 
vertising. 

A second letter was sent to those who did not reply to 
the first, and so it is believed that the list below is very 
nearly complete. 


This list was sent to Mrs. Stevens, and she wrote 
to the Times of her keen interest in it: 


Thank you for sending me the list of magazines now re- 
jecting liquor advertisements. Yes, 1 believe I was per- 
haps the first one’ who secured a list of magazines reject- 
ing liquor advertisements. ‘The list is growing, and I 
am confident that the sixty-three mentioned is not a com- 
plete list. 

I am sure that all of the woman's magazines in the orig- 
inal list still adhere to the policy of barring liquor adver- 
tisements. I donot know of a single woman's magazine 
which admits advertisements of that character. Some of 
them-take further advanced ground, and discourage any 
mention of drinking appliances, or even smoking appli- 
ances, in the articles published in the columns of the mag- 
azine. For example, ‘}he Woman's Home Companion 
just before Christmas gave lists of Christmas presents 
suitable for different members of the family,— ‘‘ For 
Father,’ ‘' For Big Brother,’ ‘‘ For Husband,” ete. In 
these lists of suggestive presents for men more than one 
hundred articles were mentioned, but nota single article 
was connected with the drinking habit, or even with the 
smoking habit. ‘The position of the press on this matter 
is an advanced position. 

Inthe same connection perhaps you have seen the item 
stating’ that the great Bill Posting Company [Poster Ad- > 
vertising Association], which exhibited pictures of the Na- 
tivity, ete., last year, has announced that it will accept no 
further advertisements for aleoholic liquors. ‘It also states 
that, while it will fill existing contracts for liquor adver-' 
tising, none of these contracts will, under any circum- 
stances, be extended beyond 1915. The press and the 
bill-boards are great educators, and we have reason to re- 
joice that they are fecling their responsibility to educate 
the public in safe directions. 

I notice one omission in the list enclosed, and that is 
Scribner's Magazine. I remember especially that when 
1 secured my list, Scribner's was one ot the few high-class 
magazines which tenaciously claimed its right to include 
liquor advertising in its columns. It has recently an- 
nounced that no further liquor advertisements would be 
accepted. 


The Methodist Society’s Research Bureau has coa- 
ducted a poll also of all the daily newspapers in the 
United States, receiving replies from about one-third 
the total number, with. the result that 520 were found to 
be ‘‘total abstainers’’ from all liquor advertisements. 
The number is rapidly growing. The list of 63 


magazines (religious periodicals and women’s maga- 
zines not included) which exclude liquor from their 
columns is given on page 89. Others should doubt- 
less be added to this temperance roll of honor, and 
the Editor will be glad to have the name of any 
magazine which readers believe is entitled to a-place, 
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LESSON FOR FEB. 20 (Acts 4: 32 tos : 16) 
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How doors are closing to the man who drinks 








REMARKABLE investigation made to ascertain 
A the attitude of the great iron and steel produc- 
ing concerns in Ohio, Pennsylvania, West Vir- 
ginia, and Illinois, toward alcoholic drink and drink. 
ers has recently been completed. The facts obtained 
constitute a most informing temperance document, 
and, coming from a strictly business source, record 
the reality of ‘the industrial prohibition movement."’ 
In the name of ‘Safety First’’ big businesses are 
protecting both workmen and profits by actively op- 
posing the drink habit and the open saloon. 

One hundred and forty large iron and steel corpo- 
rations located in these four steel-preducing states, 
some of which operate more than one plant, were 
included in the investigation. The capital invested 
aguregates considerably more than a billion dollars, 
and, with affiliated concerns, employs hundreds of 
thousands of men, It is safe to assume that the atti- 
tude of such an immense affiliated business expresses 
the temperance sentiment of the large American busi- 
ness man and employer. 

This report was not compiled as a Sunday-school 
document. It isa cold-blooded business and econom- 
ical deliverance, intended to determine industry’ s hos- 
tility toward alcoholic drink and drinkers, which has 
been very indefinitely discussed in the public press ; 
to throw an illuminating ray of light on its attitude 
toward the movement for abstinence and prohibition 
in commercial life. 

To the Sunday-school superintendent or teacher 
who wants to say something when he gives a taik on 
Temperance Sunday, a careful study of the facts 
presented will prove worth while. It is one of ‘the 
strongest temperance documents of this decade ; the 
magnitude, of the corporations lends force to their 
utterances, » 

Of one hundred and forty corporations communi- 
cated with, one hundred and thirteen replied. Their 
answers may be classified as follows : 


1. Of the one hundred and thirteen answers, ody 
six permit the use of alcoholic drink in their shops 
or plants, ; 


2. One hundred and seven firms, the world’s 
greatest.steel and iron producers, absolutely prohibit 
the use of strong drink in their works, Almost with- 
out exception they testify. that the abstainer is more 
efficient, more reliable, and that teetotalers alone are 
considered whefi‘promotions aré made. 


3. One hundred companies prohibiting drinking 
during working hours, report that they are also doing 
‘‘everything possible to prevent drinking by employees 
out of working hours.’’ One corporation discharges 
any man who enters a saloon going to or from work ; 
another suspends such an employee one week for the 
first offense and ‘for the second he is, usually, dis- 
charged. = ee 


4. Eighty-three of the one hundred and thirteen 
concerns when employing or promoting men _ dis- 
criminate against those who use alcuholic liquors, 
even though tliey use liquor outside of working hours 
only ; absolutely refuse to promote men who drink ; 
there the ‘‘most moderate use of rum is fatal to a 
man s chance of promotion."’ 


5. Sixty-three corporations have undertaken con- 
structive abstinence work, to determine the deleteri- 
ous influences of the moderate use of alcohol upon a 
workman's efficiency, producing power, and reliabil- 
ity. 


6. Ten concerns not only prohibit drinking during 
work hours, but absolutely prohibit employees drink- 
ing at all times. 


Following is a list of these one hundred and seven 
corporations, What young man can afford to ignore 
testimony of such weight and magnitude? It is a 
call to every ambitious young American to ‘‘cut out 
iiquor,’” no matter what may have been his previous 
convictions, becauseas oneof these corporations boldly 
asserts : ‘* Any amount of alcohol is injurious. . 
The day will come when no drinker will even except 
to get a job."' 

The quotations that follow the list add force to the 





“What Big Business is Saying about the Saloon 





By C. W. Baines 





Triumph for prohibition does not necessarily mean 
triumph for Christ. Men may cry ‘** Hurrah for 
temperance!”’ when their hearts and their lives are 
in open rebellion against God. One of the biggest 
factors in the spread of the temperance wave to- 
day is the realization by business men that drink is 
disastrous to successful money-making. Sunday- 
school workers should be in possession of the facts 
about this powerful enemy of the saloon, for every 
incentive that may help to keep the boys from be- 
ing swallowed up by the curse should be used. 
The striking investigation that Mr. Baines reports 
reveals in a startling way how alcohol is being 
ordered out of industry as it has already been offi- 
cially ordered out of medicine by its exclusion from 
the 1916 edition of the United States Pharmacopeia. 


The new Sunday-school service for Temperance 
Day, agonene prepared for The Sunday School 


Times 
of the 


Harry M. Chalfant, Pennsylvania Editor 
merican Issue, may be ordered at $1.50 


per hundred, postpaid. 








testimony of these big corporations,—a_ testimony 
that compels attention and gets what it wants. 


Allegheny Steel Co, 

Altoona Iron Co, 

American Bridge Co. 

American Car and Foundry 
Co. 

American Malleables Co. 

American Manganese Man- 
ufacturing Co. 

American Manganese Steel 
Cc 


0. 

American Rolling Mill Co. 

American Sheet and Tin 
Plate Co. 

American Steel. Foundries. 

American Steel and Wire 
Co. 

Andrews and Hitchcock 
Iron Co, 

Berkshire Iron Works. 

Bradley Manufacturing Co., 
David. 

Buchanan Electric Steel Co, 

Buckeye Rolling Mill Co, 


-Byers Co., A. M. 


Cambria Steel Co. 

Canton Malleable Iron Co, 

C®ntral Iron and Steel Co. 

Chicago Malleable Castings 
Co, 

Chicago Railway Equipment 
Co. 

Clevelard Furnace Co. 

Columbia Tool Steel Co. 

Columbus Iron and Steel 
Co. 

Crane Company. 

Dayton Malleable Iron Co, 

Dayton Steel Foundry Co. 

DeForest Sheet and Tin 
Plate Co. 

Duquesne Steei Foundry Co, 

Eberhard Manufacturing Co, 

Emma Furnace. 

Empire Rolling Mill Co. 

Empire Steel and Iron Co, 

Farrell-Cheek Steel Foun- 
dry Co, 

Ferguson Tio Plate Co, 

Flagg, Stanley and Co, 

Follansbee Bros. Co. 

Frick Foundry Co. 

Girard Iron Co, 

Grand Crossing Tack Co. 

Grand Rapids Malleable 
Works. 

Ilarrisburg Pipe and Pipe 
Bending Co. 

Howard Iron and Tool Co. 

Hubbard Steel Foundry Co. 

Illinois Steel Co. 

Indiana. Steel Co. 

International Harvester Co. 

Interstate Iron and Steel Co, 

Jackson Tron ‘and Steel Co. 

Janson Steel and Iren Co. 

Jessep Steel Co, 


Josephine Furnace and Coke 
Co. 
Keystone Steel Co. 
Lackawanna Steel Co. 
Lebanon Valley Iron and 
Steel Co. 
Lessig Co., George B. 
Link Belt Co. 
Lockhart Iron and Steel Co. 
Logan Iron and Steel Co. 
Lukens Iron and Steel Co, 
Mackintosh, Hemphill Co. 
McConway and Torley Co. 
McInnes Steel Co. Ltd, 
Marion Malleable Iron 
Works. 
Marion Steel Shovel Co. 
Marting Iron and Steel Co, 
Maryland Steel Co. 
Missouri Malleable [ron Co. 
Moorhead, Brother and Co, 
Newburgh Furnace. 
Newburgh Steel Works. 
Nicetown Plate Washer Co, 
Olin Steel Foundry Co. 
Oliver Chilled Plow Works, 
Otis Steel Co, 
Penn Steel Castings and 
Machine Co, 
Pennsylvania Steel Co. 
Phillips Sheet Tin Plate Co, 
Pittsburgh Knife and Forge 
Co. 
Reading Iron Co. 
Reading Steel Casting Co. 
Reeves Manufacturing Co, 
Reliance Steel Casting Co. 
Robesonia Iron Co. Ltd. 
Rockford Malleable Iron 
Works, 
Rogers Shear Co. 
Scranton Bolt and Nut Co, 
Sealoard Steel Casting Co. 
Slatingten Rolling Mills. 
Spang, Chalfant & Co, Inc. 
Springfield Malleable Iron 
Co, 
Stewart Iron Co., Ltd. 
Struthers Furnace Co, 
Sweet’s Steel Co. 
Thomas Iron Co. 
Thurlow Steel Works, Inc. 
Thropp Iron Manufacturers, 
Joseph E. 
Union Steel Casting Co. 
Upson Nut Co. 
Wellman-Seaver- Morgan 
Co. 
West Steel Casting Co. 
West Virginia Rail Co. 
Williamsport Iron and Nail 
Co. 


Wisconsin Steel Co. 

Wyoming Shovel Co, 

Youngstown Sheet and Tube 
Co. 


Below are quoted statements from several of these 
corporations, typical of sixty-odd equally significant 
statements received : 


We recognize that even the moderate use of liquor 
is hurtful, and we exert every moral influence to 
promote abstine1.ce among our employees. 

The men who do not use liquor at all are the most 
efficient and reliable, and are less liable to be laid off 
on account of illness. —Lockhart [ron and Steel Com- 
pany, Pennsylvania. 


When it becomes necessary to reduce the force, 
regular drinkers are the first ones let go.—7Z7he Chi- 
cago Railway Equipment Company, Chicago. 


We do not allow any liquor on the premises, dis- 
charge immediately any man under the influence, 
eS abstinence through foremen and bulletin 

ard literature, and we are succeeding famously. 
Most important is the fact that our men also see the 

ood of it.—/nterstate Steel and Iron Company, 
ast Chicago, 


Moderate drinking decreases efficiency and in- 
creases accidents, and we advocate total abstinence 
in every proper way. Men who habitually frequent 
saloons cannot hold positions of rexporinlcthey with 
us.—7hé American Rolling Mill Company, Mid- 
dletown, Ohio. 


No one remains a ‘moderate drinker.” They 
either stop altogether or become heavy drinkers, We 
discharge without: mercy men who report for work 
under the influence of liquor.—7ze Harrisburg 
Pipe and Pipe Bending Company. 


In advancing men the abstainer gets the prefer- 
ence.—Zhe Union Rolling Mill Company, Cleve- 
land, Ohio. 


When. promotions are made men are examined 
physically, and when signs of liquor are noted on 
their breath they are rejected, even if otherwise 
O. K. We know from general observation that a 
man’s efficiency is reduced from thirty to fifty per- 
cent through the use of alcohol.—7%e David Brad- 
ley Manufacturing Works, Bradley, Illinois. 


The efficiency of a man is reduced in exact propor- 
tion to the amount of alcohol he drinks. The total 
abstainer ranks above the moderate drinker in relia- 
bility and efficiency in all classes of work nearly as 
much as the moderate drinker does above the heavy 
regular drinker.— 7 he Follansbee Furnace Company, 
Follansbee, West Virginia. 


The moderate use of liquor tends to impair effi- 
ciency and reliability, and we do not: knowingly em- 
ploy men who drink, nor. advance them to positions 
of authority if they are employed.— 7/7#e Crane Com- 
pany, Chicago. 

The doctrine of heaven and hell has not made the 
appeal necessary to get results, but the doctrine of 
personal efficiency is doing and will do a great deal. 
—The Union Steel Casting Company, Pittsburgh. 


Electric signs and posters play no small part in this 
industrial anti-alcohol campaign. Over the main en- 
trance to several steel plants can be seen such large 
electric temperance teaching transparencies as : 


‘* Did booze ever do you any good ?"’ 
**Did booze ever get you a better job?" 


‘* Did booze ever contribute anything to the 
happiness of your family ?”’ 


Throughout another plant this bulletin, signed 
the general superintendent and approved by the prc3- 
ident, is posted in conspicuous places : 


For the promotion of safety and welfare it is hoped 
that.all employees will avoid the use of intoxicating 
liquors. 

Under the rules of the Joliet Works any emplovee 
who uses intoxicating liquor while on duty will be 
discharged. 

In making promotions in‘all departments of the 
plant superintendents of departments and foremen 
will select for promotion only those who do not use 
intoxicating liquor. 

In addition to such signs and bulletins, every issue 
of The Mixer, and similar plant publications, c:n- 
tains temperance material. Several concerns require 
instruction in the principles of abstinence. Mr. ti. 1. 
Smith, the Illinois Steel Company's Inspector of 
Safety and Labor, says : 


When this company instituted measures to promote 
abstinence. and improve the efficiency of their em- 
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ployees, one of the saloons across the street from the 
plant used eight bartenders. Atthe present time it 
uses two. 


Perhaps the most significant fact developed was 
the universal recognition that even the moderate use 
of alcohol has a distinctly bad effect upon a work- 
man’s efficiency and reliability ; there seem to be no 
‘*two opinions '’ on this particular point, The mod- 
erate drinker is, without exception, rated as an ‘‘ un- 
desirable employee,’’ even though he may never have 
been known to get drunk. Drinking, no matter how 
moderite, slams the door of promotion to responsible 
positions and better pay into a workman's own face. 

Speaking of this movement, a liquor trade maga- 
zine said : 


One of the most pregnant signs of the times is the 


steady and increasing tendency of big corporations 
to encroach upon the personal liberties of workers. 


The Brewers’ Journal remarks : 


There are even companies and individual employers 
who threaten to discharge employees for drinking 
alcohol at any time. ‘They do not care if that is 








Third in the reries on putting system 
into our prayer habits 
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social and economic slavery. Their main object is to 
protect their pocketbooks. 


And well might these interests be alarmed, for 
what will become of the open saloon when the em- 
ployees in our large manufacturing plants quit them ? 
This may explain the $23,390,000 decrease in reve- 
nue on booze reported the last fiscal year. 

And here is the way it works : 


Recently a workman at the Illinois Steel Company 
secured a better position in Pittsburgh, and before 
his departure his fellow-workmen gave a banquet in 
his honor at one of the hotels with twenty-five fore- 
men and men holding clerical positions as the guests. 
When these men went to the table there was a glass 
of cocktail at each plate. When they left the table 


there was still a glass of cocktail at each plate. Not. 


one had been touched. 


Although such an investigation has little to do with 
the moral aspects of the drink question, and is purely 
a business proposition, we must not leave our Sunday- 
school boys ignorant of the attitude of our business 
ptinces toward the imbibers of bad booze. 

Newport News, Va. 








Is There Real Confession in Your Prayer ? 
By the Rev. W. Graham Scroggie 





Preachers who fear nothing but sin and desire nothing but God,—*I care not a straw 

whether they be clergymen or laymen,” was what John Wesley cried out for. Is this 

not God's call also to men who would be men of prayer? Unless we are willing to 

face and cross the often terrifying bridge of confession, the door to prayer’s riches— 
to God himself—will be barred fast shut. 


RAYER is something to be practised, it must be 
cultivated, the soul must be put under severe 
discipline in the school of God, else the flesh 

will triuyyph. If this discipline begins at worship, at 
the contemplation and adoration of God, it will inev- 
itably turn to confession of sin, for we can know our- 
selves only as we know God, whose holiness is a blaz- 
ing background, showing up the blackness of our sin. 

This was the experience of Isaiah, who ‘‘saw the 
Lord sitting upon a throne, high and lifted up, and 
his train filled the temple... and the seraphims 
cried one unto another, and said, Holy, holy, holy 
is the Lord of Hosts; the whole earth is full of his 
glory." Then said he, ‘*Woe is me! for I am un- 
done; because I am a man of unclean lips... for 
mine eyes have seen the King, the Lord of hosts,’’ 

It was also the experience of Israel, who after the 
delivery of the Decalogue, and when they saw ‘the 
thunderings, and the lightnings, and the noise of the 
trumpet, and the mountain smoking—removed and 
stood afar off. And they said unto Moses, ‘‘ Speak 
thou with us, and we will hear : but let not God speak 
with us, lest we die.”’ 

And this has been the experience of saints through- 
out the ages, who, the nearer they have gotten to God, 
have the more keenly been conscious of their sin and 
unworthiness, 


Our Secret Sins Beyond Reckoning 

We shall do well, then, to think much of THE NEED 
oF CONFESSION. This is abiding. There never will 
come a time, in this life, when in the experience of 
any child of God there will be no need to confess sin ; 
and it any have thought that such a time has come to 
him, or her, that thought itself is a sin to be con- 
fessed. Inadequate views of what sin is lie at the 
bottom of much of the false teaching which is abroad, 
as, also, they account for the prevailing lack of spir- 
ituality on the part of God's people. 

About positive sins there can be no doubt, sins 
characterized by the Psalmist as ‘‘presumptuous’’: 
evil words and-deeds without, and evil imaginations 
and desires within. But the Psalmist speaks also of 
**secret’’ sins, by which we are to understand, not 
sins committed in secret, but sins which we have not 
consciously committed, sins of ignorance, sins ‘ hid- 
den’’ from us (Lev. § : 3,°4). That such there are 
beyond all reckoning, is implied in a striking passage 
in John’s First Epistle: «‘ If we walk in the light, as 
he is in the light, .. . the blood of Jesus Christ his 
Son cleanseth us from all sin." Manifestly, walking 
vith God in the light-presupposes the absence of all 
positive sin, and yet there is the unceasing need of 
the blood for cleansing, implying the presence of that 
irom which we need to be cleansed. 


Any soul that is growing in spiritual stature can 
testify that things which to him were right a few vears 
ago, perhaps, he now sees to be wrong. But it is he 
who has changed, and not the things: with a. quick- 
ened sense of God has come a quickened conscious- 
ness of sin ; and the keener of scent we become in the 
fear of the Lord, the more sensitive shall we be to the 
presence or approach of sin, Hence, the appeal of 
these familiar words : 


** Search all my sense, and know my heart 

Who only canst make known, 

And let the deep, the 47dden part 
To me be fully shown. 

Throw light into the darkened cells, 
Where passion reigns within ; 

Quicken my conscience tild it feels 
The loathsomeness of sin.”’ 


We need to pray daily for a truer sense of sin, or 
for a truer sense of what holiness is, for it is in the 
presence of divine holiness that sin stands most fully 
revealed, Conviction, therefore, must .precede and 
accompany confession. 

The one thing which can put and keep God at a 
distance from the soul is sin unconfessed. ‘*1I will 
go and return to my place, till they acknowledge their 
offence, and seek my face."’ 

But there are many, we believe, who are conscious 
-of the abiding néed of confession, who feel they do not 
get satisfaction in the act. This may be because 
attention has not been given to what God requires 
of us. 

So let us think for a moment of THE Act oF Con- 
FESSION. After setting forth the sins of the children 
of israel, and indicating what judgments were im- 
pending, Hosea says, ‘‘ Jake with you words, and 
turn to the Lord: say unto him, Take away all in- 
iquity, and receive us graciously.’ Oh! how diffi- 
cult it is to give expression in words to the sorrow of 
our hearts for sin; they are upon our lips as burning 
coais, and the sound of them fills us with shame. 
Yet, so it must be, and it is well that.it should be so, 
until we are shamed out of our sinning. Definite sin 
must be definitely confessed: a general, or summary, 
confession is not enough. Im that piercing cry of 
David's after-his terrible fall, the sin of which he had 
been guilty was definitely confessed. He savs to the 
Lord, ‘* My transgression, mine iniquity, my sin, this 
evil, blood guiltiness.’’ 

Equally specific were Ezra (g), Nehemiah (9), and 
Daniel (9) in their great-confessions; and so mustit be 
with us until, as they, we can say, ‘‘O my God, I am 
ashamed and blush to lift.up my face to thee, my 
God: for our iniquities are increased’ over our head, 
and our trespass:is grown up unto the heavens.*’ 

And confession njust not-only be #efnite,. but .ful/, 


_cuses for my sins. 
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nothing must be kept back or concealed, Aaron of 
old had to lay both his hands on the head of the live 
goat, ‘‘and confess over him a// the iniquities of the 
children of Israel, and a// their transgressions in ai 
their sins’’; for cleansing comes only upon 
full confession. And, needless to~say, confession, 
definite and full, must always be rea God knows 
the state of our minds, and however we express our- 
selves, our confession is acceptable to him if it is the 
utterance of a broken and a contrite heart, which he 
will never despise. 

Conviction, sorrow, repentance, confession, and 
conversion are vitally related to one another. There 
may be conviction without sorrow, or conviction and 
sorrow without repentance. - It is this fact which led 
the apostle to thank God that the Corinthians “‘ sor- 
rowed unto repentance,’’ a repentance which issued 
in confession and conversion. David said, ‘‘1 will 
be sorry for my sin’’; and Solomon carried on the 
thought when he said, ‘‘ Whoso confesseth and for- 
saketh his sins shall have mercy,”’ 

Lancelot Andrewes, Bishop of Winchester in the 
time of James I, has left in his Private Devotions some 
incomparable examples of the true spirit of confes- 
sion. Perhaps the most wonderful is the following, 
which will be better understood the more we know 
of the influences that were brought to bear upon him 
at the court of the king. 


*“‘O God, Thou knowest my fovlishness, and my 
sins are not hid from Thee. I acknowledge my 
transgressions, and my sin is ever before me, I 
cover not my transgressions, like Adam; nor do I 
incline my heart to words of wickedness, to make ex- 
I will confess. my transgressions 
unto the Lord, and all that is within me and all my 
bones shall say, I have sinned, I have sinned against 
Thee; I have gone astray, like a sheep that is lost; I 
have been perverse, as a bullock unaccustomed to the 
yoke; I have returned to folly as a dog returneth to 
his vomit: asa sow that was washed to her wallowing 
in the mire. I give glory to Thee, Lord, and make 
confession that I have sinned; and thus and thus have 
I done. 

‘«Lord,. break not the bruised reed; quench ‘not 
the smoking flax; let not the waterflood overflow me, 
neither let the deep swallow me up, and let not ‘the 
pit shut her mouth upon me. 


Bringing Self to God’s Judgment Seat 

‘«Lord, all my desire is before Thee, and my groan- 
ing is not hid from Thee. Thou knowest, Lord, that 
I say the truth, in Christ, and lie not, my conscience 
also bearing me witness in the Holy Spirit, that I 
have great heaviness and continual sorrow in my 
heart, because I have thus sinned against Thee; that 
I am a burden to myself, in that I cannot sorrow 
more; that I beseech from Thee a contrite heart, 
groanings that cannot be uttered; tears of blood. 
Woe is me for my leanness, for the hardness of my 
heart, for the dryness of my eyes, Lord, I repent; I 
repent, O Lord; help Thou mine impenitence, and 
more and still more bruise, and wound, and’ pierce, 
and strike my heart. 

‘« Behold, O Lord, that I am indignant with myself 
on account of the foolish and vain and mischievous 
and perilous desires of my flesh; that I abhor myself 
tor the madness and baseness and vileness of those 
desires; worthy of confusion and reproach; that my 
confusion is continually before me, and the shame of 
my face hath covered me. Woeis me, that I did not 
reverence nor dread the incomprehensibleness of The 
Glory, The Tremendous Power, The Awfulness of the 
Presence, The Strict Justice, The Gentle Goodness. 
How have I been drawn away by mine own lusts; 
how have I hated reproof, and have not obeyed the 
voice of my teachers. 

‘* Behold, O Lord, that fearfulness and trembling 
are come upon me, and the terrors of death are fallen 
upon me. What fear, what trembling, what terror, 
what agony, what extremity, have I yet to see; what” 
confusion will seize me; what shades will surround 
me. How terrible is Thy judgment seat, O God, 
when the thrones are set and the angels in presence, 
and men brought in, and the books opened, and the 
works investigated, and the thoughts scrutinized, and 
the hidden things of darkness made known. What 
will be the judgment against me? When there is the 
incorruptible Judge, and the tremendous tribunal, 
and the excuseless defence, and the irrefragable ac- 
cusation, and the fearful punishment, and the eternal 
Gehenna, and the pitiless angels, and the open hell- 
mouth, and the roaring river of fire, and that fire in- 
extinguishable, and the prison of darkness, and that 
darkness rayless, and the bed of live coals, and the 
restless worm, and the indissoluble chains, ‘ahd the 


‘immeasurable chaos, .and.the -wall that cannot be 
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LESSON FOR FEB. 20 (Acts 4 : 32 to 5 : 16) 


passed, and the lament that cannot be consoled; and 
none to assist, to advocate, to free. 

' « Behold, O Lord, 1 adjudge myself worthy of; and 
amenable to, and guilty of, eternal punishment, yea, 
and all the straits of this world. From thee, O Lord, 
I have merited death ; from thee, the just one, but 
yet to thee, O Lord, I appeal; to thee, the merciful 
one: from the tribunal of justice to the mercy-seat of 
grace ;- permit, O Lord, this appeal ; if thou dost not, 
we perish. And, O Lord, carest thou not that we 
perish? Thou who will have all men to be saved, 
who art not willing that any should perish. ; 

‘*« Behold me, O Lord, self-condemned. 

«*Behold me; and enter not thou, O Lord, into 
judgment with thy servant. I am less than the least 
of all thy mercies; I am not worthy to be made even 
the lowest of thy hired servants; I am not worthy to 
gather the crumbs that fall from thy table ; I am not 
worthy to touch the hem of thy garment. And now, 
O Lord, humbling myself under thy mighty hand, I 
bow my knees to thee, and fall down to the ground, 
on my face. I stretch forth my hands unto thee; my 
soul thirsteth after thee, as a thirsty land. I dare not 
lift up as much as mine eyes unto heaven, but smite 
upon my breast. Out of the depths hath my soul 
cried unto thee, and all that is within me. 

‘*For thy great mercy, for the multitude of thy 
tender mercies, for thy name's sake, for the glory of thy 
name, be merciful to my sin ; for it is great, it is ex- 
ceeding great. 

‘* For the multitude, the great multitude, the riches, 
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the abundance, the super-abundance of thy tender 
mercies, be merciful unto me, unto.me, O Lord, unto 
me. Lord, O Lord, be merciful unto me, chief of 
sinners.. Lord, let thy mercy rejoice against thy 
judgment, in my sins. O my Lord, where my sin 
hath abounded, there let thy grace more exceedingly 
abound. O Lord, hear; O Lord, forgive ; O Lord, 
hearken and do; defer not; for thine own sake, O 
my God."’ e 


Of this out-breaking of heart, almost too sacred for 
the public eye, Dr. Alexander Whyte has said: « If 
ever God got at the hands of a sinful man a sacrifice 
that satisfied him, and made him say, ‘ Bring forth 
the best robe,’ it was surely in Lancelot Andrewes’ 
closet, and after that great act of confession.’’ 

With this should be read, almost daily, the great 
Penitential Psalms, which have been the language of 
the people of God for over twenty-eight centuries, 
and will continue to be the vehicle of our confessions 
to the end of time,—the fifty-first, the thirty-second, 
the thirty-eighth, the one-hundred-and-thirtieth. 

As in the case of worship, so here, the Scriptures 
should be the medium of our thought and utterance. 
The outpouring of the confession and longings of 
such men as Job, Moses, Samuel, David, Hezekiah, 
Ezra, Nehemiah, Daniel, and Paul is not the least 
precious part of the Church's heritage in those great 
souls; and to these must be added the exalted because 
heartbroken utterances of the great saints of all ages. 

SUNDERLAND, ENGLAND: 





Seven Sundays in the Week 


When a Trenton man follows up the Billy 
Sunday Party through the week 


By the Rev. Francis Palmer 





There is doubtless more “ sabbath-breaking " among Christians on the days from 
Monday to Saturday than on the first day of the week. The ‘ Lord’s Day” every 


day in the week is the Christian's normal life. Tx 
of what the normal life of a community with Christians in it ought to be. 


tf 


- VERY day will be Sunday by and by’’ used to 
be a common song in Jersey.. Now every day 
is Sunday and it's Sunday every day in Tren- 


ton and vicinity. There is a reason. 


Mr. Sunday preaches twice or three times every 
day, at least every day except Monday, and even 
Mondays he is preaching somewhere in the vicinity. 
The people are every day everywhere talking with 
one another of his God-fearing, soul-saving, life- 
cleansing messages. On the street, in the store, at 
the bank, at the club, in the factory, at the post-office 
and city hall and state house, on the trolley-car,— 
wherever groups of persons are together,—the theme 
of the conversation is Billy ‘and the religion which 
Billy preaches, so that the community every day re- 
sembles a congregation out of church Sunday morning. 
The atmosphere is electric with Christian interest. In 
a very real sense it is Sunday every day in Trenton. 

This every day Sunday atmosphere of Trenton is not 
superficial, It permeates the lives of the people at 
every turn. - Many ordinary engagements are fore- 


gone that people may attend the neighborhood prayer- 
-meetings held three mornings in the week. Christian 


interest in neiglibors is pronounced. Lives are straight- 
ening up. Many. who have been drinkers are letting 
liquor alone.: Theaters are less patronized. .I am 
writing early in the campaign, but a tour of the box 
offices shows that the theaters themselves even now 
recognize that their crowds are.smaller than usual, and 
that the biggest attendance is Monday night.when the 
tabernacle is closed. Card-playing is being omitted 
by many accustomed to the game. The country club 
dance finds a rival in the tabernacle sermon. 

Two couples were talking together Saturday morn- 
ing. ‘*Are you going to the club dance to-night ?’’ 
one of the group asked. ‘We haven't decided,’’ 
was the reply ; ‘* we were thinking somewhat of going 
to hear Billy to-night."" ‘If you go to the club so 


will we. If you are going to the tabefnacle I think 
we will go too."" The four attended the tabernacle 
service. 


Interest in the tabernacle preaching is not: occa- 
sioned by simply sensational themes or a sensational 
method of presenting them. Mr. Sunday does pre- 
sent his messages with a tempestuous vigor of word 
and action that is sensational, but that which grips 
the community is the conviction that a clear, ringing, 
unadulterated, courageously consistent Christianity is 
being proclaimed by him. Quickened consciences 


Trenton these days is having a taste 


are responding to that demand, and consequently 
while many who have never professed Christianity are 
taking their stand for Christ, others who have been 
long-time church-members are taking a new stand in 
a spirit of re-consecration. 

One does not, however, reach the secret of this 
every day Sunday atmosphere in Trenton when he 
gives his attention simply to the preaching of Mr. 
Sunday in the tabernacle, influential as that is, The 
tabernacle is more than a preaching station. It is 
likewise a power house. It is a center from which 
radiates power for good by means of a far-reaching, 
highly developed organization that takes power, as if 
by belts and pulleys, into every nook and corner of 
the industrial and business life of the community. If 
one would understand why the whole city is astir with 
religious impulse he must gather up in mind certain 
facts which may come to his attention any day if he 
is on the alert to discover sub-surface conditions of 
this campaign. 

One enters a store in the central section of the city, 
at the opening hour of the day, and he finds on the 
first floor, second floor, third floor, employees gathered 
into a little prayér-meeting led by one of their own 
number, Passing the Sunday home a little before 
noon he sees a half-dozen automobiles, each with a 
member of the Sunday Party and a group of local 
Christian workers in it, scurrying away toward the 
shops and manufacturing plants of the city. Follow- 
ing the machines and circulating among the factories 
at noontime he notices workmen with dinner pails 
headed toward a central spot, and at that spot he finds 
scores of men, fifty or a thousand strong, according to 
the size of the plant, gathered to hear a call to Christ 
from the group whose auto he has followed. 

Finding one’s way back to the center of the city, his 
attention is caught by scores of young women wearing 
different colored ribbons and hurrying with keen in- 
terest to and from a near-by church. He crosses over 
and finds himself in the midst of the lunch-hour 
meetings. From 12 to 2 o'clock, representatives 
of the ladies’ aid societies of the churches pro- 
vide every day, with friendly cheer, a lunch for busi- 
ness women. Five cents will buy as many sandwiches 
as the purchaser can eat,:a cup of coffee, a pickle, and 
cake. A succession of half-hour meetings is held 
during these noon hours for the benefit of the success- 
ive groups who come, each addressed by one of the 
strong women of the Sunday group. 
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In the afternoon one finds his way to the tabernacle, 
and after Mr, Sunday's address he observes the choir 
seats on the platform filled with a thousand or more 
Christian men and women gathered for a Bible train- 
ing course in personal work, under the leadership of 
another of Mr. Sunday's co-workers. 

About four o'clock one is in the neighborhood of 
the schools, and he is interested in watching boys 
and girls assembling with their teachers in a church 
near their school. Following the children’s lead, one 
finds himself in an interesting meeting for young peo- 
ple with Miss Gamlin of the Sunday Party leading. 

As the day closes, one sees in some of the stores 
employees gathering for 4 few minutes of song and 
prayer. Without, the streets are alive with men and 
women hastening home, by auto and trolley-tar, to 
get a hurried meal and to be again on the move toward 
the tabernacle for the evening service. Again in the 
tabernacle one sees ten thousand men and women, 
Delegations are here, varying in name and number 
with each successive day, but together representing all 
the industrial interests of this great commercial city, 
—potters, machinists, iron workers, firemen, lodge 
men, mothers’ clubs, shop girls, community groups, 
representatives of neighboring towns, etc. On the 
rostrum, in close co-operation with Mr. Sunday, is 
Mr. Rodeheaver, and associated with him, apparently 
as musicians only, are Mr. George H. Brewster and 
Mr. Robert Matthews-; and there are the Rev. Isaac 
Ward and Mr, George Sunday apparently doing the 
work of ushering. One's second look discovers that 
these are the very men whose voices he heard at noon 
in the meetings in the factories and shops. 

Just behind Mr. Sunday and by Mrs. Sunday's side 
one sees a group of sterling women. There is Miss 
Frances Miller, whom we saw at the luncheon club at 
noon. Mrs. William Asher is next. We heard her, 
as a part of the extension work, speak to a thousand 
girls at the cigar factory at noon. Next is Miss Alice 
Gamlin, whose wise appeal and explanation of what 
is expected of a young Christian presented the claim 
of Christ to the young people in the afternoon. And 
next to her is Miss Grace Saxe, Bible class leader in 
the tabernacle and in surrounding towns. 

Looking into the faces of this group of leaders, sur- 
rounded by the co-operating ministers and churchmen 
and the gathered throngs who have come not only to 
hear but to carry back to churches, homes, factories, 
traternities, and stores the vitalizing messages of truth 
issuing from God's Word, one cannot but feel that the 
tabernacle is a power-house as well as a preaching- 
station, and that the power diffused throughout the 
social, commercial, industrial, and personal life of the 
community is effecting such a change in the personal 
habits and interests of men and women and young 
people in our city and vicinity, that one can say in a 
very real sense that it is Sunday every day in Trenton 
and every day a Sunday. © 

Trenton, N. J. 
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Magazines that Won’t Advertise Liquor 
See Open Letter on page 8 


Argosy. 

All-Story Magazine. 

Associated Sunday Maga- 
zine. 

American Boy. 

American Homes and Gar- 
dens, 

American Review of Re- 
views. 

Arts and Decorations, 

American Magazine, 

American Sunday Monthly 
Magazine. 

All Outdoors. 

Black Cat. 

Boys’ Magazine. 

Book News Monthly. 

Business. 

Countryside Magazine. 

Cavalier. 

Christian Herald. 

Century. 

Collier’s Weekly. 

Current Opinion. 

Country Life in America, 

Country Gentleman. 

Everybody’s Magazine. 

Fra. 

Garden Magazine. 

Good Health. 

House and Garden. 

Harper’s. Magazine. 

Hearst’s Magazine (beer not 
auswered). 

Independent. 


De erp erent aon 


Illustrated Sunday Maga 
* zine. 

Lippincott’s, 

Little Folks’ Magazine. 
Leslie’s Weekly. 

Literary Digest, 

Munsey’s Magazine. 
Metropolitan Magazine. 
McClure’s Magazine. 


National Geographic Maga- 


zine. 
National Magazine. 
Out West Magazine. 
Outlook. 
Popular Mechanics. 
Physical Culture. 
Philistine. 
Popular Science Monthly. 
Railroad Man’s Magazine. 
St. Nicholas. 
Scientific American. 
Suburban Life. 
Saturday Evening Post. 
Sunset Magazine. 
Short Stories. , 
System. 
Technical World. 
Ten Story Book. 
Watson’s Magazine, 
Wide-World Magazine, 
World’s Work. 
World’s Advance. 
West Coast Magazine, 
Youth’s Companion. 
Yachting Magazine. 
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Where Will Armageddon Be? 
GREAT many people are talking about Arma- 
geddon in these days. And no wonder, while 


there wages a worlt-war which carries such 
significance of finality in its magnitude and far-reach- 
ing influence. A student recently asked me in the 
class-room if the final decisive battle in the world’s 
history must not be fought at the edge of the plain of 
Esdraelon, near the old battle-ground of the ages, 
and so receive the name Armageddon, the Mount of 
Megiddo. 
learned Professor Haupt of Johns Hopkins 
University, in his presidential address at the opening 
of the last meeting of the American Oriental Society, 
discussed, with his usual marvelous evidence of learn- 
ing, the location and the significance of Armageddon. 
There is supplied in the address a vast deal of infor- 
niation on a great variety of subjects which does not 
directly help toward the maim conclusion, but the 
conclusion itself is clearly stated. It is that Arma- 
geddon refers originally to the battle against Sisera 
wa he thinks, by Barak and Deborah, for he rejects 
rak’s leadership and says there never was a pruph- 
etess Deborah!) This battle was a’ very <ecisive 
one in the liistory of Israel im the northern part of 
the land. 

Thus the name Armageddon came to signify final 
and decisive conflict, and above all, in prophecy and, 
indeed, in fervid rhetoric wherever Bible language is 
known, the last great battle that will decide the issue 
between the great nations of earth or between right- 
eousness and unrigliteousness, Thus, according to 
this scholar, with whom perhaps very many will agree 
in this, Armageddon, as applied to the last great con- 
flict. between righteousness and evil, does not point 
to its location, but *to its finality, ~It will be Arma- 
geddon, the final settling of long-contended issues. 

Whether ¢ke Armageddon is to be fought in this 
European war or not, many believe that a#_Armaged- 
don that may have finality for a long period will cer- 
tainly take place. 


Incidentally Professor Haupt, in one of those asides 
into which he is accustomed to pack such a prodigious 
amount of learning, says some most vigorous and 
helpful things concerning the mythological intima- 
tions found in the Bible which, as I have more than 
once pointed out in these reviews, are only occasion- 
ally living and vitalizing in the thought of the sacred 
writer, and more frequently are but fossil imagery, no 
more reflecting the sentiments of the biblical writers 
than do our names for the days of the week reflect 
the idolatrous beliefs of the Romans and the Scandi- 
navians, 

Professor Haupt says: ‘‘ It is true that the poetic 
imagery in Messianic and eschatological sections re- 
flects certain ancient mythological ideas, but we find 
the same influence in modern poetry. We may speak 
of a thanderbolt ox a jovial feliow without being con- 
scious of the original mythological ideas. If a news- 
paper writer refers to Cupid, or Old Sol, or Jupiter 
Pluvius, we need not suppose that his religious ideas 
are influenced by classical mythology."’ 

‘A Baltimore newspaper said that on April 14, 
1912, Neptune, in his wrath against the monsters of 
the deep that were slowly conquering him, arose and 
within the space of a few short hours swallowed the 
giant Titanic. This sounds very mythological, but it 
is merely pseudo-poetic imagery. 

Nothing is more needed in all Bible study to-day 
than the application of the principle stated in these 
words of Professor Haupt. 

Professor Haupt, Journal of the American Oriental 
Society, 1915, Pait IV, pp. 412-423. 
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Where Did Abraham Learn Hebrew ? 

** | ASKED a Jewish student friend where the He- 
brew language arose,’’ writes a Baltimore cor- 
respondent. ‘‘ He responded that Hebrew was 

the language of Canaan when Abram arrived there, 

Is anything known about this ?"’ 

In popular speech the reply of the Jewish student 
was correct : perhaps technical language would require 
a little more exact discrimination among Semitic dia- 
lects. A German.or a Russian would speak of the lan- 


questions on archeology to Professor Kyle ? 


.THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


Putting Puzzling Questions to Archeology 


The month’s archeological review, 
by Professor Melvin Grove Kyle, D.D., LL.D. 


guage of the Anglo-Saxon world as the English tongue, 
and properly so. An lishman himself would 
probably say that they s English in England, 
Scotch in Scotland, and ‘* United States’’ in America. 
The Amorite language of Canaan when Abraham came 
to that land was the same language as the Hebrew, or 
to follow the intent of the Jewish student's answer, 
Hebrew is Amorite, yet there are considerable differ- 
ences in dialect. The Amorite tongue is not fully 
known, yet enough is known to furnish a considerable 
vocabulary and material for grammatical forms, and 
to show that it is practically the same as Hebrew. 


What Heathen Told of Sennacherib’s Disaster ? 


RECENT article in this department made the 
statement that even the heathen confirmed the 
statement of the 185,000 of Sennacherib’s army 

destroyed at the border of Egypt. A correspondent 
inquires who among the heathen make such state- 
ments. I would probably have given this information 
in the article referred to, except that it was a compre- 
hensive review, and the historical references in such 
cases have to be condensed as much as possible : one 
cannot say everything on every occasion, but must be 
content merely to allude to many things, else one 
would never get anywhere in a discussion. So, as I 
had, in a recent previous editorial, given the quota- 
tions asked for, I omitted them on this occasion. 

The Egyptians had a version of the story of the de- 
struction of Sennacherib’s army quoted by Herodotus. 
It is rather fantastic and does not mention numbers, 
yet, amid its vagaries of expression and imagery, the 
one central fact that a great disaster befell Senna- 
cherib's army near Pelusium stands out unmistakably, 
Berosus also, quoted by Josephus, gives explicit ac- 
count, stripped of fantastic elements and mentioning 
the numbers, one hundred and four-score thousand, 
as the loss which Sennacherib’s army sustained on 
the border of Egypt. A comprehensive account of 
all the evidence on the subject may also be seen in 
Budge's ‘* History of Egypt,’’ Vol. VI, pages 149, 150. 
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Bible Maps and the War 


SURVEY of the Desert of the Wanderings con- 
ducted by two English engineering officers, 
Captain Newcombe and Lieutenant Greig, to- 

gether with an archeological survey by Mr. C. L. 
Woolley and Mr. T, E. Lawrence, was completed in 
May, 1914. The archeological report and the special 
maps will be hailed with delight by Sunday-school 
teachers and all Bible students, but unfortunately the 
maps are withheld from publication for the present 
for military reasons, lest valuable information. con- 
cerning the springs ana the mountain passes might 
fall into the hands of the enemies of England. Truly 
there are many and varied reasons why all Christian 
people are hoping and praying for the ending of the 
great war, 
b 


How Shall We Know Palestine? 


ANSWERED personally a correspondent who 
wished guidance for a reading club in the 
study of Palestine. Doubtless other reading 

clubs would be glad to know what answer was given, 
so I will repeat the suggestions here. 

For those who, like these whom my correspondent 
represented, wish to study together without the assist- 
ance of a teacher, the best published helps I have 
seen are a little book of Scenic Studies of the Bible 
Background, by S. M. Nicholls ; published by Long- 
mans, Green and Company, New York City ($1), with 
an accompanying series of large wall pictures (about 
$6 for the set of twelve), and the stereographic outfit 
and studies supplied by Underwood and’ Underwood, 
New York. 

The first essential to a full understanding of the 
Bible story is a correct mental image of the scene of 
each narrative. I know of nothing else so well 
adapted to give this image to those who have only the 
fac?lities of a reading club than the outfits that I 
have mentioned. If in addition there can be obtained 


a raisec map, or even a picture of a raised map, of 
Palestine to be laid- flat on a table to the points of the 
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compass, a few months’ study will lay for each one 
the foundation of an abiding correct conception of the 
scenes of the narrative portions of the Bible. It will 
give such an impetus to the historical imagination as 
will keep it going on forever. 


What of the Cities Before the Flood ? 
os AVE the sites of any cities been discovered 
known to be antediluvian ?"’ a reader asks. 
‘If so, did they differ from those known to 
be postdiluvian, and were any decipherable inscriptions 
found in them ?’’ 

The sites of some cities have been discovered whose 
names are now known to have been regarded by the 
Sumerians as antediluvian. (These were referred to 
in The Sunday School Times of Dec. 26, 1914, in the 
Archeological Department.) It is not known cer- 
tainly that these cities occupied the same sites as 
those bearing the same names before the deluge. 
There is a good degree of probability that, at least, 
they were thought by their founders to do so. Many 
inscriptions have been discovered in the ruins of these 
cities and have been read, but none of them, so far 
as known, were antediluvian. It is not impossible 
that some such may be found and read in the days to 
come. The language of the sons of Noah and their 
immediate descendants was the antediluvian language, 
but, of the amount of change which took place in their 
language before they reached the lower Euphrates Val- 
ley, nothing is yet known. 


Getting Language Ready for Christ 
” ORN again" (John 3:3). The idea of a new 

birth was much discussed long, before the 

coming of Christ, . -In the **Secret Sermon’’ 
of the Hermetic Writings of Egypt in the times of the 
Alexandrian Greek literature are these words: ‘* When- 
ever I see within myself the sincere vision brought to 
birth out of God’s mercy, I have passed through my- 
self into a body that can never die. And now I am 
not what I was before, but I am born in mind."’ 
‘+ The naturak body which our sense perceives is far 
removed from this essential birth. The first must die, 
the last death cannot touch. Dost thou not know 
thou hast been born to God, son of the One?’’ 

One might think that this is certainly the language 
of early Christian times, but it is not. It was written 
probably about three hundred years before the coming 
of Christ. It must not be supposed that these words 
from the Hermetic Writings held in themselves at 
that time all the meaning which Christ later taught to 
us by them; but the philosophical speculations of 
these mystics were preparing words and a dialect of 
the Greek tongue which should be ready at hand for 
the revelation which Christ was to bring. 

New thoughts must, for the most part, be put into 
old words, otherwise revelation would not reveal,— 
that is, it would not be understood, The preparation 
of a language was a most important part of the prepa- 
ration for his coming, and the meditation of these 
mystics had much to do with the preparation of that 
language. In the **fulness of time’’ he came and 
poured his divine thought into these words as he 
poured the communion wine into the passover cup. 


Dr. James Orr’s New Dictionary 

N ITEM of the greatest interest in the world of 
biblical archeology is the appearance of a new 

great Bible encyclopaedia of which the late 
Professor James Orr, D. D. was editor-in-chief, as- 
sisted bv a corps of assistant editors and contributors 
from America, Great Britain and thecontinent. This 
is an age in which we live rapidly even in archeological 
discovery, so that recency is a prime requisite in a 
Bible dictionary. A review of this work will appear 
in the Ministers’ Number of The Sunday School 
Times, February 19, but it is of interest here to wel- 
come the advent of a great work that brings to us the 
latest presentation of discovers bearing upon the in- 
terpretation of Scripture. It is published in five vol- 
umes by the Howard-Severance Company, Chicago. 

PHILADELPHIA. 





LESSON FOR FEB. 20 (Acts 4: 32 to 5 : 16) 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES: 





LESSON 8. FEBRUARY 20. THE CHRISTIAN BROTHERHOOD AT JERUSALEM 


Temperance Lesson. Acts 4: 32 to 5 : 16. Commit verses 34, 35 
Golden Text: Love one another from the heart fervently.--1 Peter 1 : 22 





The Lesson Pilot : 
By Charles Gallaudet Trumbull 


Getting Started in Class 


” EXCAVATING Pompeii, archeologists have 
turned up dramatic human object-lessons. One 
of these was a man’s perfectly preserved skele- 

ton, by the bony hand of which ‘‘lay a little bag of 

coarse cloth containing fifty ancient coins, uninjured 
by 1,829 years of burial. The coins were nearly all 

silver, and beautifully minted.” It is said that 
the posture of the skeleton showed that the living 
man, fleeing with his money, was overwhelmed by 
the lava and mud from Vesuvius. 

God’s Word has preserved for us through nineteen 
hundred years the record of the bodies of a man and 
a woman clinging to their silver and overtaken by 
the wages of their sin. 


Our Background Material 


In the Jerusalem Period (chaps. 1 to 7) of the Book 
of Acts the first five sub-divisions are as follows: 


1, Pre-ascension events, 1: I-11. 

2. Pre-pentecostal events, 1 : 12-26, 

3. Descent of the Holy Spirit and formation of the 
Church, chapter 2. 

4. First trial or persecution of the church, 3:1 to 


4: 31. ; 
5. The first judgment in the church, 4: 32 to §: 11. 


We are trying to get all the light we can this year 
on why the Church is called the body of Christ. Last 
week we read Ephesians 4 : 11-13, and considered the 

uestion, Why is the body of Christ, according to 
this passage, to be built up (edified) until ‘‘ we all 
attain... unto a fullgrown man,” instead of ‘ full- 
grown men”? How can ‘ we all” become ‘‘a full- 
grown man”? 

The wonderful truth that answers our question is 
this: It will’take all the persons who are already 
saved and who are géing to be saved in this age to 
make up or constitute the one perfect, fullgrown man 
that is the body of Christ. In some mysterious way, 
the New Testament plainly tells us, Christ himself 
in his mystical body is not yet complete, and will not 
be until all have been saved in this age who are yet 
to be saved. Then the Church, the body of Christ, 
will have been built up ‘‘ unto the measure of the 
stature of the fulness of Christ.” All believers, 
whether Jews or Gentiles, the middle wall of parti- 
tion having been broken down between them, are 
created in Christ one new man (Eph. 2: 11-15). God 
is taking out of the world ‘‘a people for his name,” 
thus building up the body of Christ. And when that 
body is completed, Christ himself, the Head of the 
body, will return (Acts 15: 14,15). This is ong 
great incentive to us all to win to Christ as Saviour 
all who can be so won, that our Lord may come to 
his own. 


The Lesson Itself 


The references, except as otherwise noted, are to lesson-articles 
in this issue. Boldface figures at the end of certain paragraphs in 
those articles will help in quickly locating the references. 


Do you believe in ‘‘the Fatherhood of God and the 
brotherhood of man”? Bluntly ask the class this 
question, Draw out from them what is meant by 
this phrase as it is commonly used by people to-day. 
Then later, whenever it seems best during the lesson 
session, give the real facts as set forth in the editorial 
on the first two pages of this issue. 

It is not ‘‘the brotherhood of man” but *‘the 
brotherhood of believers” that is described in our 
lesson. Ordinary socialism and true Christian 
socialism, again, are very different things, as Dr. 
Griffith Thomas (II, 1) keenly shows. Was ‘‘ having 
all things common” a duty laid on the Church? 
Have the class discuss this; then give them such 
facts as you find given by Dr. Griffith ‘Thomas, II, 
1, 2, 4; Dr. Mackie, 1; Mrs. Baldwin, 1. 

The glory of the apostles’ lives was that with 

wer they witnessed to the resurrection of the Lord 

esus (v. 35). Is your life daily giving this witness 

to his resurrection (Rom. 6: 4. 14)? ‘here would 
have been no power in the apostles’ story if their 
lives had not squared with che risen Christ's life. 
The world is saying to the Christian, ‘‘ You've got to 
show me.” - These believers did show the world; 
and what they said therefore convinced many. 

Have you realized who the Joseph was who brought 
his possession whole-heartedly into the common 
fund—none other than the later great missionary 
Barnabas? Further facts about him are given by 
Dr. Griffith Thomas (II, 3), Dr. Mackie (2), and Mr. 
Rogers (9). 

What was the sin of Ananias and Sapphira ? 
three phases are discussed by Dr. Gri 





reat 
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[The portion of the text indicated by the International Lesson 
Committee for printing in the lesson helps is 
Acts 4: 32 to 5: 5.] 


32 And the multitude of them that believed were of one 


heart and soul; and not one of them said that aught of the 
things which he possessed was his own ; but they all thi 
common. 33 And with great power gave the tles their 


witness of the resurrection of the Lord Jesus! : great grace 
was upon them all, 34 For neither was there among them 
any that lacked : for as many as were possessors of lands or 
houses sold them, and brought the prices of the —— that 
were sold, 35 and laid them at the apostles’ feet : and distribu- 
tion was made unto each, according as any one had need. 

36 And Joseph, who by the apostles was surnamed Barnabas 
(which is, being interpreted, Son of 2 exhortation), a Levite, a 
man of Comcun ter race, 37 having a field, sold it, and brought 
the money and laid it at the apostles’ feet. 

5 :¥ But a certain man named Ananias, with Sapphira his 
wife, sold a possession, 2 and kept back gar? of the price, his 
wife also being privy to it, and brought a certain part, and 
laid it at the aposties’ feet. 3 But Peter said, Amanias, why 
hath Satan filled thy heart to #lie to the Holy Spirit, and to 
keep back garé of the price of the land? 4 While it remained, 
did it not remain thine own ? and after it was sold, was it not 
in thy power? How is it that thou hast conceived this thing 
in thy heart? thou hast not lied unto men, but unto God. § 
And Ananias hearing these words fell down and gave up the 
ghost : and great fear came upon all that heard it. 

1 Some ancient authorities add Christ. 2% Or, consolation See Lk. 
2.25; ch; 9. gr; 15. 31; 2 Cor. 1. 3-7, in the Gr. *% Or, deceive 
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Your Lesson Questions Answered 


These references are usually to paragraphs in lesson articles in 
this issue, indicated by bold-face figures. 

Verse 32.—Was it a requirement of discipleship to give 
up the possession of goods? (Griffith Thomas, II, 4; 
Rogers, 3.) In what way did they have all things com- 
mon? (Griffith Thomas, II, 4; Mackie, 1; Bryner, 4; 
Baldwin, 4.) 

Verse 33.—-What is meant by ‘* great grace ’’ being upon 
them? (Griffith Thomas, II, 2; III, 8.) 

Verse 34.— Was it wise for them thus to sell their lands 
and house ? (Griffith Thomas, H, 2.) 

Verse 35.—Would not this distribution encourage un- 
wise dependence? (Griffith Thomas, II, 2.) 

Verse 36.—Why is Joseph mentioned here particularly ? 
(Griffith ‘Thomas, II, 3.) Why did the apostles give him 
another name? (Griffith Thomas, II, 3; Mackie, 2.) 

Verse 2.—Why did Ananias and Sapphira feel that the 
ought to bring the whole price to the apostles? (Griffit 
Thomas, II, 4; Ridgway, 4; Illustrations, 3; Bryner, 2; 
Baldwin, 2, 4; Rogers, §.) 

Verse 3.—In what sense were theyJying to the Holy 
Spirit? (Griffith Thomas, LI, 4; Ridgway, 2; Baldwin, 6.) 

Verse 4.—Does this suggest that part of the price would 
have been acceptable had they not pretended it was the 
whole? (Griffith Thomas, II, 4; Baldwin, 3.) 

Verse 5.—Was the life of Ananias taken by God? 
(Griffith ‘Thomas, II, 6, 7; Baldwin, 7; Rogers, 6.) 

Verse 6.—Who were the young men referred to? (Grif- 
fith ‘Thomas, II, §.) 

Verse 11.—Whiat sort of fear came upon the Church? 
(Griffith Thomas, II, §,6.) Why did God act in such 
quick judgment? (Griffith Thomas, II, 6; Ridgway, 3.) 

Verse 13.—-What is meant by ‘‘ of the rest durst.no man 
join himself to them ’’? (Griffith ‘Thomas, II, 7.) 


_(1 John § : 10). 








(II, 7). Mr. Ridgway (1) hits it nee and 
shows (2) that the lie is Satan’s chief mission and 
accomplishment. ‘The Ananias sin in America is 
illustrated in the Round-Table (1). How Ananias 
and Sapphira ‘reasoned it out” in advance is shown 


by Mrs. Baldwin (2, 4). A Strikingly effective kodak 
object-lesson of Ananias and Sapphira is given in 
Pucker’s class (1-2). 


‘his was the worst attack Satan had yet made 
upon the newborn church of Christ, and Mrs. Bald- 
win (5, 7) shows why, and suggests why God’s 
judgment was so swift and summary. See if the 
class think that the death penalty was too severe. 
Why all are not struck dead now for sinis suggested 
by Mr. Rogers (6). 

There are two striking pairs of contrasts between 
light and darkness in this lesson: 

(a) There is the shining light of the complete sur- 
render and faithful stewardship of the believers who 
really ‘‘had all things common” and gave freely to 
all. (4) In black contrast are the lives and actions 
of Ananias and Sapphira, not surrendered to the 
Lord even though possibly saved, unfaithful stewards 
in not putting all at His disposal, hypocrites and 
liars,—as we all have been at one time or another. 

(a) The shining light of the miracle of life and 
health that came to sick folk by Christ’s miraculous 
healing through the faithful believers. (6) The black 
result and penalty.of: the married couple's sin: its 
wages, death (Rom. 6; 23). 
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The Truth That Is Golden 

It was not hard for the surrendered believers to 
put all that they had at the disposal of the Lord. It 
was easy. ‘here is a saying sometimes quoted, to 
spur us to generous giving: ‘‘ Give until it hurts, 
then keep on giving until it stops hurting.” There 
is a false emphasis in that saying, It implies that 
we can learn the best secret of giving by the act of 
giving, by our own works. Wecannot. The secret 
of the joyous and complete giving of these believers 
was that ‘‘ great grace was upon them all” (v. 33). 
Their will-power, determined to give no matter how 
much it hurt them, was not their secret, nor was that 
their attitude. Having put their lives completely 
under the mastery of Jesus Christ, they believed on 
him, and he overcame the power of their sinful na- 
ture (it is only the sinful nature, the flesh in which 
there is no thing, that finds it ‘‘hard” to do 
right) with himself, his life (Gal. 2: 20), Now it is 
always easy for Christ to do right. ‘Therefore his 
grace, fully received, takes the effort, the tug, the 
“hard” out of our duties, .If the ‘great grace” 
that is freely offered to us in Christ is fully received, 
as it can be by faith, then doing right will be ‘‘the 
easiest thing we do,” 


Teaching Points 

Temperance teaching facts will be found on pages 86, 87, 
and 88 in this issue, and also in the service ‘* An Exercise 
for Sunday Schools on Temperance Sunday,’’ by Harry M. 
Chalfant, published by The Sunday School Times at 2 
cents each, or $1.50 a hundred, postpaid. 

God blessed this Christian communism ; but God does 
not command it (Acts §: 4). Yet God does command 
stewardship, which is our recognizing that he owns all 
that we have, and that we are responsible for its adminis- 
tration to him, One man’s stewardship, or an peo, 
may at God’s direction differ greatly from another's ( Matt. 
25 : 15). 

Acts § begins with the word ‘but,’ and tells a tragic 
story of sin. It is like the ‘* but?’ of Naaman’s leprosy 
(2 Kings §: 1). Sin is always man’s ‘but ’’ to God, 

The lie of Ananias and Sapphira was a senseless lie, 
But so is every lie, for it is always a turning away from the 
omnipotence of God to the impotence of Satan, God is 
the truth ; Satan is the father of lies (John 8 : 44). A lie 
is always a deliberate choosing of the side of defeat instead 
of victory, 

That the Holy Spirit is a Person, and that the Holy 
Spirit is God, is ewe in this lesson (Griffith Thomas, II, 4; 
Mrs. Baldwin, 6). 

Sin is always against God, For when we sin, we say to 
God that what we are doing is Letter than what he asks 
us to do, and therefoge it is always ‘‘ making God a liar ’’ 
It is insolently asserting that we know 
better than God. 


Questions.for Study and Discussion 

Why does it not make people monotonous and uninterest- 
ing to be ‘* of one heart and soul’’? (v. 32.) 

Is there danger of losing virility and independence and 
robust vigor of will and spirit if Christians in their relation 
to God recognize that none of the things they possess, and 
not even their own lives and wills, are their own ? 

Apart from miracles of healing and the like, how do you 
think the ‘* great power’’ of the apostles showed in their 
everyday life ? (v. 33.) 

Could poverty be driven out of the entire world to-day? 

How did Peter know that Ananias had lied? (v. 3.) 

Was Peter unfairly trapping Sapphira? (v. 8.) 

Do you think this terrible judgment kept out of the 
church, by fear, some who might otherwise have accepted 
Christ and become faithful. believers? 

Did God heal through Peter’s shadow ? 


A Glimpse of Next Sunday’s Lesson 
| For the teacher to give the class a week ahead, The suggestions 
and questions are for the members’ own preparation, } 
The Seven Helpers (Acts 6), 


When the responsibilities of the Christian Church 
required a certain organization, with men of business 
ability to direct certain things, what kind of men do 
you suppose the Church selected? Was the empha- 
sis on ‘‘captains of industry”? Did the apostles 
suggest that the spiritual life of these men was not, 
for this particular work, soimportant as their financial 
and executive experience and ability? Three things 
were insisted upon. See if you can find them in the 
lesson before next Sunday. 


What was the difference between Grecian Jews and 
Hebrews? 

What situation caused a murmuring in the Church ? 

What did the twelve apostles consider their own special 
obligation and work ? 

With what action were the seven helpers started upon 
their new responsibility ? 


PHILADELPHIA. 


aa "Vine ed 





92 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 








Mastering the 


By the Rev. Professor W. H. Griffith Thomas, D.D. 


Whole Lesson 








+ EE how these Christians love one another!” 
This was the testimony of the Romans to 
the reality of the new religion in early days. 

Illustrations of this abound in Acts, and the present 
lesson is a striking instance of it. At the same time, 
in marked contrast, it tells the story of the first sin 
in the Christian Church, a sin against the Christian 
brotherhood and destructive of the first principles of 
truth and love. 


I, Surroundings of the Lesson 

Co .—This story follows immediately upon 
the last lesson. The Church was still at Jerusalem. 
See Stirling's ‘‘ Atlas of the Acts and Epistles,” Nos. 
8, 9, page 3 (Fleming H. Revell Co., New York, 40 
cents net). 

Date.—Ramsay thinks that a considerable lapse of 
time had occurred since Pentecost (‘‘ Pictures of the 
Apostolic Church,” page 36; The Sunday School 
Times Company, $1.50 net), and that Acts is more 
concerned with spiritual development than chrono- 
logical sequence, 


il. The Lesson 

Fellowship (vs. 32-35).—The reference to a multi- 
tude seems to indicate the growth from earliest days 
(1: 15). ‘There was great reality in the Church, ex- 
pressed in unity and unselfishness (2 : 44, 45; 4: 24). 
Tie emphasis is on ‘‘ all” and ‘‘not one” and ** not 
any.”’ It was not an obligation of discipleship to 
give up the possession of goods, for everything was 
voluntary. ‘The possession of all things in common 
was perhaps realized by means of a common fund. 
Some think that originally the rich themselves did 
the work of distributing to those in need (2 : 45), but 
that as the Church grew it had to be done in com- 
mon. ‘The picture is a beautiful one of the primitive 
brotherhood. Sometimes this is said, to describe 
‘*Christian Socialism,’’ and if so, we may note the 
difference, as it has been well put, between Chris- 
tian and all otheg forms of Socialism, Ordinary So- 
cialism is often regarded as saying ‘‘ What is yours 
is mine,” while Christian Socialism says, ‘‘ What is 
mine is yours.” Whethtr we call it ‘‘ Christian So- 
cialism” or not, this attitude of readiness to.help 
those in need is of the essence of Christianity. (8) 

It is not surprising that.with this reality there was 
prosperity, for definite testimony to the Lord’s res- 
urrection was gvee by the apostles, and wonderful 
blessing rested upon the whule Church. ‘Thus in 
words and works their life was significantly honored 
of God. ‘‘ Great grace was upon them all.”’ ‘There 
was great power in testimony and great grace in 
living as the result of the new gift of the Holy Spirit 
in answer to prayer (4: 24-31). Opinions differ as 
to whether it was wise for the Christians to sell their 
lands and houses, but no one can question the reality 
of the brotherhood or the spiritual motives which 
prompted the action. It was a testimony to the one- 
ness and disregard of self of the early Christians 
(rt John 3 : 13-18). And yet the distribution would 
not encourage unwise dependence upon others be- 
cause there was no indiscriminate giving. Distri- 
bution was made according to need, and this would 
prevent abuse, (2) 

Faithfulness (vs. 36, 37).—One instance in partic- 
ular is mentioned, Joseph, a Levite from the island 
of Cyprus. He was already known among the 
‘Christians, and had been given the new name of 
Barnabas, meaning *‘ Son of Exhortation,” or ‘' Son 
of Encouragement.” ‘This was because of the spe- 
cial feature in his life whereby he encouraged or ex- 
horted or cheered his fellow-Christians (9 : 27; 11: 
22-30; 12: 25). He comes before us later as a man 
of importance, and it is doubtless due to this fact 
that he is mentioned here. His action was voluntary 
aud complete, and his motive was that of love, as the 
outcome of the fulness of the Holy Spirit (1 Cor, 13: 
1-3). Cyprus is an island in the east of the Mediter- 
ranean, between the coasts of Syria and Asia Minor. 
It was called Chittim in Old Testament times (13 : 
4-12). (3) 

Peilere (5 : 1-10).—The word ‘** but” gives a strik- 
ing contrast to the action of Barnabas; a contrast 
between the real and the unreal. Both Ananiasand 
his wife desired to stand well before the Church by 
appearing to do what Barnabas had done, while yet 
retaining — of the proceeds. Peter's question 
about the Holy Spirit shows that God's presence was 
so real that it was not against the apostles, but 
against God himself, that the deception was prac- 
tised (Psa. 51: 4). Ananias was reminded that he 


~had liberty to retain the property or to sell it, and 
even if he had decided to give only part of the pro- 
ceeds, it would have been right and within his power. 
But this was not what the two had decided to do. 
The plan was apparently t yowgee (v. 4). A 
comparison ‘of. verses: 3° an 


4 shows ‘that :Peter ‘be- 


lieved in the personality and deity of the Holy Spirit. 
since we can only lie inst a person. ‘This is one 
of the many instances iu this book of the presence of 
the Holy Spirit as the guide of the Church. Indeed, 


‘it has been well called by Dr. Pierson, ** The Acts of 


the Holy Spirit.” Judgment was immediate, and was 
the result of God's interposition. (4) 

It is not surprising that fear fell upon the Church, 
the judgment no doubt acting as a deterrent to any 
other possible hypocritical actions (2: 43; 5: 11; 19: 
17). ‘the young men were probably serv nts or offi- 
cials, though perhaps not 7 organized. Some think 
that the reference to youth indicates strength suited 
to the task (Exod. 24:5). ‘It is sad to think that 
the first burial in the Christian Community was that 
of a hypocrite.” About three hours afterward, when 
Sapphira came in, it was soon*discovered that she 
had agreed with her husband to this deception. 
Again Peter spoke of testing or trying the Spirit of 
the Lord. A similar result followed, and immedi- 
ately she fell dead, was carried out and buried. It 
has been suggested that as she fell dead at the feet 
of Peter it was where the offering had been laid 
(v. 2), which ow have been still there. (5) 

Fear (vs, 11-16),—It is not surprising that a solemn 
awe fell upon the whole Church, and upon all who 
heard what had happened. ‘This, according to the 
best texts, is the first passage where the word 
‘*Church” occurs meaning an assembly or congrega- 
tion of Christians. It is often found in Acts and in the 
Epistles as the most important and familiar descrip- 
tion of the Christian community. It is sometimes 
wondered why God acted in such swift and solemn 
judgment. Perhaps it was to mark the seriousness 
of the first sin in the Church, thereby emphasizing 
the need of sincerity. (6) 

Similar instances of divine judgment can be seen 
in connection with the early history of Israel (Lev. 
to: 1,2; Josh. 7: 26). On the surface the sin of 
Ananias and Sapphira was avarice, and deeper down 
it was appecr ty. but at the root it was unfaithful- 
ness to God, It is striking to notice the varied re- 
sults of all this in the progress of the work of the 
Church. There was great fear because of the judg- 
ment (v. 11); great power in the work of the apostles 
(v. 12); great developments in the Church (v. 14); 
and great influence (vs. 14, 15). With this evil re- 
moved, unmistakable power and blessing came to 
the entire community. It is not certain whether 
‘the rest” (v, 13) refers to non-Christians, as most 
people think, or whether to ordinary believers as 
distinct from apostles. The most natural idea is 
that those who had not yet accepted Christ were so 
impressed that they feared to join such a body. But 
while those who were afraid were deterred, the gen- 
uine were drawn and many were added as believers 
(v. 14). (7) . 

This is the only instance in the New Testament 
where the word multitude is found in the plural, thus 
suggesting exceptionally large additions to the num- 
bers of Christians. Women are mentioned as well as 
meu (4: 4). Perhaps this is in view of what is soon 
to follow (6:1). Jt is said to be characteristic of 
Luke, in his Gospel, to draw special attention to 
them (Acts 1: 14). Not the least important result of 
all this work and blessing was that ‘‘ they even car- 
ried out the sick” into the streets, so that as Peter 
passed by they might be healed by his shadow fall- 
ing upon them. here was, of course, no virtue in 
this shadow, forit was the divine power alone through 
faith which brought healing (3: 12, 16). Even the 
neighborhood around Jerusalem was impressed by 
what had happened. This is the first notice of any 
expansion of the work beyond the city. The gospel 
cannut be hidden. 


Ill. Central Truths 

1. The Message.—The Golden Text emphasizes 
Christian love: *‘love one another fro.n the heart 
fervently,” and the lesson comes as a contrast be- 
tween real love and that which is unreal. We see 
what love could do (1) in the whole community of 
Christians (4 : 32-35), and also (2) in the case of one 
individual believer (4: 36; 37) Then (3): by sad 
contrast we see the absence of this love in two 
others (§: 1-11). Love in the New Testament is 
always something practical and definite. It is 
nota feeling, but a fact; not a sentiment, but a 
sacrifice ; or, we may put it, that feelings of love 
are always expressed in fact, and sentiment. is 
proved by sacrifice. Some years ago a gentleman 
wanted to see Sir Bartle Frere. He was not at home, 
but,was expected that day by train. The man did 
not know him, but Lady Frere said, ‘‘If you go to 
the station, look out for a tall gentleman who.wl/ de 
helping somebody.” The man went and found ex- 
actly what he had. been told. Sir Bartle Frere was 
seen as he got out of the train, helping some: fellow- 
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erga ve who was loaded with ~ One of-the 
st marks of true Christianity is the expression of 
unselfish love, and the effort to help others is a proof 
of love “from the heart fervently.” 

2. The Means.—The only way by which we can 
love others is by receiving into our hearts the Spirit 
of God, who will shed abroad God's love (Rom. § : 5). 
It was this presence of the Holy Spirit in the prac 4 
Church that led Barnabas and others to show their 
love, and it was a sin nst the Spirit that marked 
the life of Ananias and ira. The mej Spirit’s 
any ings will enable us to meet every part of our life 

y the grace of God, and thereby we shall be pro- 
tected from all that vy ey to true living. (1) Avar- 
ice can be met by the Spirit of love, The more we 
are filled with that Spirit the less room there will. be 
for anything like selfish greed. (2) Hypocrisy will be 
met by the Spirit of truth. The more the Spirit's 
teaching penetrates our inner life, the more genuine 
we shall be in everything. (3) Unfaithfulness will be 
met 34 the a ot of grace, If only our hearts are 
ruled by the Holy Spirit, he will keep us faithful to 
God in the deepest of our being and in the 
smallest details of life. This is the meaning’ of the 
words of Paul: ‘‘The mind of the Spirit is life and 
peace” (Rom. 8 : 6). (8) 

IV. A Lesson Outline 
1. Fellowship (1 John 3 : 13-24). 
2. Faithfulness (Eccles. § : 1-12). 
3. Failure (James 3 : 1-10). 
4. Fear (Prov. 12 : 14-22). 
Wycuirre Co.iece, Toronto. 


The Busy Men’s Corner 


By William H. Ridgway 


The Mistake.— 7hey had all things common (v. 32). 
Outside of beehives and ant-hills communism has 
never worked very well. There is no sin in the 
lower orders. Communism has been tried out in 
Ame.ica among all sorts of folks. The Intellectuals 
tried it at Brook Farm in New England. Ordinary 
folks have tried in many places, as Shakers, Econo- 
mites, Ruskinians, and what not. It is a fair dream 
of good men and women, but I reckon ‘we shall have 
to wait until we get to heaven and are like Him. It 
seems to have been a mistake of the early church. 
It begah with a double death and woun@ up with sore 
poverty. It is never a good thing.’ "It does not 
always work in that most perfect of communes, the 
family. Father used to complain about his razors 
and missing neckties. I am the only man in my own 
family, and I have similar troubles about certain 
things fashion makes common to both sexes!’ There 
is no necessity for communism in Christianity as a 
remedy for poverty. ‘There can never be for long 
any poor in the real Christian church, ~As'soon as 
the * r’”’ man cuts out the booze and begins to 
walk with God he prospers. Upin Rock Run, where 
my mission is, when my ple get converted they 
get well off and move down to Coatesville. Sin 
makes the poverty and almost always through drunk- 
enness (Prov. 23 : 21; Nah. 1 : 10). 


“* Knocking Down.”—Kepi back part of the price 
(v. 2). The ‘old fellow” was right there on the job 
at the church's very start. He has never missed a 
service since. Every congregation has had the meas- 
ure of his hoof and the scratch of his tail. This 
couple is not the last man and woman who have put 
on a religious front with a financial hold-back. Ana- 
nias. desired to pose as equal in devotion and self- 
sacrifice to. Barnabas and the other faithful ones in 
the little church. Inside of him he was a “‘ grafter."” 
Also a liar. Grafting and lying being Siamese twins. 
Ananias presents the peculiar spectacle of a man 
grafting on himself and cheating God. When you 
had the campaign for raising money for the new 
church did you have anybody go down with the 
‘‘leading members” for a liberal contribution,—and 
you have not yet been able to have him ‘‘come up” 
with the money? And he wag not a wage-earner 
either. Probably has an auto and puts on some 


style. It is a good thing Gud has not continued 
bringing to book those who cheat him in the church. 
It would keep us busy pall-bearing (Mai. 3 : 8-10). (1) 


The Trademark.— Why hath Satan filled thy heart 
to lie to the Holy Ghost? (v.3.) Iwas just wonder- 
ing if it is any worse to lie to the folks of heaven than 
to lie to the folks of earth. Is a lie the same offen- 
sive and hateful turkey buzzard, no matter where it 

oes to roost? One thing is very sure,—when any 
ying is being handled all those in the business, the 
‘*middlemen,” get the goods from the same manu- 
facturer. And the sign over the factory is SATAN 
LIE MFG. CO. Gutenburg is the father of printing, 
who started the presses that never stop; Morse the 
father of telegraphy; Edison the father of -the pho- 
nograph, the movie, and a big electrical family; 
Wright brothers the fathers of flying; Mr. Devil the 
father of lying. And Mr. Devil has started a‘ press" 
that has never stopped. The Elzevirs, the Planfins, 
the Caxtgns, those wonderful old printers, had their 
marks to imprint every:work. _ Mr. Devil has always 
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LESSON FOR FEB. 20 (Acts 4: 32 to 5 : 16) 


had his. Skull and cross-benes. It is struck in red, 
biood red. From the first chapter of Genesis, through 
the fifth of Acts, down to this day of the Lord; Fe 

Tuary 20, 1916, Mr. Devil has had the human race 
keep up one uninterrupted red streak of 
to heaven above and totheearth beneath. Yet there 
are those who try to make folks believe they are 
** pretty good sort of fellows.” ‘‘ You are a liar and 

u know it,” as Billy Sunday shouts at his startled 
Cacia That's why we all need a Saviour (John 
8: 44; Psa. 58 : 3). (2) 

- peeve ds Doing It.""— The young men arose 
and wrapped him round, and théy carried him out 
and buried him ay 6). Why are not liars struck 
dead to-day? God does not want to depopulate the 
world and exterminate the race. In this chapter 
God was starting something good. You have to be 
particular and exacting when you start something 
worth while. A tree, a business, or a man. You 
must prunethe tree. You must throttle the business 
down to the capital. You must discipline the boy. 
I am at times just as obstreperous and as ‘‘ bad” as 
a man as I used to be as a boy. But Pep no longer 
takes his sang tee over his knee. 1 am simply 
** called down.” -I mend my ways and prem ahd 
try to be good. In my retrospection I sometimes 
fancy I can feel those old woodshed interviews even 
yet after | had been caught in some Ananias per- 
formance. I wonder if I havé a single reader—of 
the male sex of course—who has never been pun- 
ished for a bold, brazen, unmitigated, unadulterated 
lie? Is there a father or a mother who has never had 
to handle some small Ananias or Sapphira with a se- 
vere hand ? When one studies the human race from the 
beginning very carefully, he realizes what a miser- 
able lot we have been. And how much we needed 
and do’ still need a Saviour. Ananias was carried 
out and buried like many a million, but this was a 
funeral the world has never forgotten (Isa. 53 : 6; 
64 : 6; Jer. 13 : 23.) 


God Present.—Great fear came upon the whole 
church (v.11). The first Christians were made to 
realize what a poy. thing they belonged to, In an 
earlier day they had been taught that merely to touch 
the ark with profane hands meant death (2 Sam. 6: 
6,7). Now they were taught that the shekinah in the 
church was just as holy as the shekinah in the ark. 
The fear was wholesome. Tong sane they were 
living right under; the eye of himself. That 
everything, even such a simple business transaction 


vas the sale of-a little farm, was done in God’s count- 


ing-house and under his observation. If the incident 
put awe into the church, it. also put nobility into the 
fife of each church-member, In-all that I do God is 
my partner. Here is a contract, Lord; look it over 
and see if everything is all right and thou canst 
approve it. This is why church folks cannot go to 
certain placesand do certainthings. We are always 
in the same great room with him and all the lights on. 


- When the wise manager builds the factory office he 


makes it one.great room. He puts his own ‘‘ traps” 
in the center and has his force all around him. The 
great business machine runs easily, smoothly, and 
successfully, with man seeing master and master 
seeing man. It is thusat the great Sturtevant plant, 
and it is thus at the great Draper plant, where the 
‘old man” is always accessible. Life will run just 
the same way and just as beautifully because God is 
in the midst. It all depends upon you (Jer. 23: 23, 
24; Acts 17 : 27, 28). (3) 
COATESVILLE, Pa, 
b 4 


The Hlustration Round-Table 


LL. readers are invited to assist in the conduct of this de- 

artment. One dollar is offered for every anecdotal 

esson illustration used, and two dollars for the best il- 

lustration each week. A circular explaining the acceptance 

of material, and the year's lesson calendar, will be sent for a 
two-cent stamp. 


When to Love.—Zove one another, from the heart 
Jervently (Golden Text). 


** Folks need a lot of loving in the morning, 
The day is all before, with cares beset— 

The cares we know, and those that give no warning 3 
For love is: God’s own antidote for fret. 


** Folks need a heap of loving at the noontime— 
In the battle iull, the moment snatched from strife— 
Ialf-way between the waking and the croon-time, 
While bickering and worriment are rife. 


‘* Folks hunger so for loving at the night-time, 
When wearily they take them home to rest— 
At slumber-song and turning-out-the-light time— 
Of ‘all the times for loving, that’s the best! 


‘Folks want a lot of loving every minute— 
‘The sympathy of others and their smile! 
Till life’s end, from the moment they begin it, 
Folks need a:lot of loving all-the while.’’ 


—From Strickland Gillilan, in The Ladies’ Home 
Journal. Sent by Emma C. Fisk, Boonville, N. Y. 
A Home Saloon.—On the department bulletin 


boards, reeently, of what is said to be the greatest 
hardware company in the world the following notice 


lying both 
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was posted by direction of the board of directors, and 
headed *‘ House Notice”: 


IF YOU MUST DRINK, 


To the married man who cannot get along without 
his drinks, the following is suggested, as a solution 
to the bondage of his habit: 

First : Start a saloon in your own house. 

Second : Be the only customer, and you'll have no 
license to pay. Give your wife $2 to buy a gallon of 
waniaeey, and remember there are 69 drinks in one 
gallon. 

Third : Buy your drinks from noone but your wife, 
and by the time the first gallon is gone she will have 
$8 to put in the bank and $2 to start business again. 

Fourth : Should you live ten years and continue to 


buy booze from her, and then die with snakes in your - 


boots, she will have money to bury you decently, 
educate your children, buy a house and lot, marry a 
decent man, and quit thinking about you.—From 
The Conquest. Sent by T. C. Clark, Maywood, [1. 


The Truthful Committee’s Report.— And the multi- 
tude of them that believed were of one heart and 
one soul (4: 32). They were different from the two 
colored men in Washington who were appointed a 
committee to pick out a candidate for an impor- 
tant political office. After a while one of them 
came back into the meeting, and asked for an exten- 
sion of time. ‘*Mr. Chairman,” he said very sol- 
emnly, ‘tthe committee is divided. Mr. Johnson 
he’s for hisself, and I’m for myself, and we're having 
hard work to get together!” If we could get at the 
bottom facts of the failure of many benevolent en- 
terprises, they could be summed up in this naive 
confession of the colored man.— From “ Justi a 
Minute,” by C. F. Goss, D.D. Sent by Mrs. A. S. 
Gaylord, Terryville, Conn. The prize for this 
week is awarded to this illustration. 

What's the Good of It?— Z7hey had all things. com- 
mon (v. 32). A writer in a contemporary journal 
says: ‘'] heard a good thing inthe park. A bumptious 
young man made a long speech of protest against 
any campaign for prohibition, . Let a poor man have 


his glass of beer to cheer and inspire him (!)—and so. 


on. He asked if anybody in the crowd had anything 
to say about it. A little working man came ferward 
and remarked, ‘ Well, sir, I ain’t no speaker ; but it 
seems to me it’s this way: You must divide men into 
three classes—the to abstainers, the moderate 
drinker, andthe drunkard. Now the first don’t have 
it, the second says he can easily do without it, and 
the third most sartinly oughtn’t to have it. So what’s 


the good of it, anyway ?’”’—From Thé Christian 
Herald. Sent by J. A. Clark, Greetland, Halifax, 
England. 


Useful Apostles.— 4d laid them down at the apos- 
tles’ feet, and distribution was made unto each, ac- 
cording as any one had need (v:35). It is said that 
Oliver Cromwell, while visiting one of the great 
churches in England, discovered a number of silver 
statues in the niche of a side chapel, and demanded 
sternly of the trembling dean, ‘‘ What are these?” 
‘*Please, your highness,” was the reply, ‘they are 
the twelve apostles.” ‘‘The twelve apostles, are 
they? Well, take them down, and coin them into 
money, that, like their Master, they may go about 
doing good.”"—From The Sunday School Chronicle. 
Sent by J. A. Clark, Greetland, Halifax, Eng. 


Skim Milk and Cream.—4 certain 
Anantias... sold a possession, and kept back part 
of the price...and brought a certain part and 
atd tt at the apostles’ feet (5: 1,2). Ananias wished 
to have the credit of a complete sacrifice, and yet to 
keep back part of it for himself ; ‘ professing cream 
and practising skim milk,” as some one has said. 
The Register and Leader of Des Moines contains 
this item: ‘‘Wu Ting Fang, when he came to leave 
America, observed in his shrewd Chinese way that 
Americans profess higher ideals and fall farther 
short of realizing them than any other people in the 
world.”—Sent by W. B. Hutchinson, BB. Aller- 
ton, Jowa. (1) 


man named 


< 


Oriental Lesson Lights 


By George M. Mackie, M.A., D.D. 


Consular Chaplain and Church of Scotland 
Missionary to the Jews 


rz had ali things commoh (4:32). The 
idea was not a novel one in the East. Ina 
Palestine village the arable land around it was 
divided up by the village elders at the annual sow- 
ing time, according to the number of persons in each 
household. As there was neither export nor inter- 
ference from the grain speculator, each family sowed 
and reaped according to its power of annual con- 
sumption. The village held the land in common. In 
commerce and technical industry also partnership 
was on family lines as affording the best guarantee 
of honesty.. Thecrafts of silversmiths, apothecaries, 
etc., had each its own street of shops, and a.common 
life.of rights.and duties was secured by. the guild of 


_ each trade. (2) 


Barnabas....5 Son of exhortation (v.36). - The ex- 
pression *‘son of” meant belonging. to or under a 
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certain influence, corresponding to.‘ father of” *) the 
sense of originator or possessor of. ‘A son of 
honor” meant an honorable man, just as ‘‘sov of a 
dog” included all the os instincts and ways of 
that outcast animal. rnabas was a son of inspira- 
tion in the sense of being a man responsive to noble 
impulses, a man of invincible faith and contagious 
spiritual enthusiasm. Bunyan presented a similar 
type in ‘‘Greatheart.” (2) 

And brought a certain part (5:2) The type is 
well known in the East. Oriental Christians have 
their Lenten fast, one we ¢ in the festivity of Easter, 
and the Moslems similarly close the Ramadan month 
of half-day fasting with a season of merited feasting 
and ‘congratulation. The ‘‘outward professor” is 
descri in the popular proverb, ‘‘ He fasted on the 
last day, and then dressed himself for the feast!” 
He thus got the maximum of credit with the mini- 
mum of self-denial. 

They carried him out and buried him (v. 6). Dur- 
ing the three months after Pentecost Palestine is in 
the heat of mid-summer, and during this season it is 
still the rule that interment must take place within 
twenty-four hours after death. The additional haste 
in this case of Ananias had the merciful motive of 
removing as quickly and quietly as possible the body 
of one who had brought a humiliation upon the com- 
mon name and cause. 

ALEXANDRIA, Ecypr, 


~ 
Visiting the Lesson Scenes 


VERY traveler who goes to Jerusalem walks 
through a- narrow way called Christian Street 
when he visits the famous Church of the Hol 

Sepulchre. Find it on our map. (Our eighth posi- 
tion should have been marked there, with its arrow 
pointing toward the church, but, by a slip of the en- 

raver, it was set in another thoroughfare a few rods 
raher east.) Stand now on Christian Street, a short 














distance above the corner of David Street, and this 
is what you have before you: 

‘T'wo long rows of house-fronts, and a narrow strip 
of blue sky above. Only two or three rods ahead a 
footbridge crosses the street at the second sto 
level.’ Farther on a solid building ayeenes to bloc 
the way,—no, an arched passage has been left, 
through which street traffic may come and go, 
Barred windows in the upper stories of the buildings 
give them light. The ground floor rooms seem to 
have no windows like ours, only big wide doors, 
Those doors are fronts of little one-room shops of 
various kinds. What kinds? Look ahead to where 
a clock hangs over one door and a huge key over an- 
other. Those objects are signs that may be under- 
stood even by the many citizens who never have 
learned to read. 

Most of the men and women we find here to-day 
wear clothes of fairly familiar cut. (This is Jerusa- 
lem’s Christian and most Europeanized quarter.) 
But their faces are Oriental. Just such people were 

ood neighbors in the apostles’ day, living in homes 
ike these above the shops. Just such people knew 
Ananias and Sapphira, and talked over the terrible 


story. 
(Use a stereograph entitled ‘‘Christian Street: 
motley life in the Holy City’s bazaar district.” 


‘The Underwood Travel System is, under this heading, ap- 
plied as usual to the lessons for the year. ‘The use of the 
stereograph will be found a most practical help in making 
the lesson places vea/. Forty-four places will be visited during 
1916; the forty-four stereographs cost $7.33, and if al! are 
ordered at one time a cloth-bound, gold-lettered case is given 
free. ‘EFwelve places are to be visited and described with the 
lessons for the fourth quarter ; cost $2.00. The four for February 
alone 67 cents; (Less than four in one order cost 20 cents 
each.) Stereoscopes, 90 cents. Postage or express is prepaid 
on all orders for stereographs or stereoscopes. Lantern slides 
of the same scenes can also be obtained. Plain slides, 50 cents 
each ; sepia-tinted, 55 cents; colored, $1.10. In orders for 
twenty-five or more at: one time prices are: plain slides, 
40.cents each ; sepia, 45 cents ; colored, $x.. Address ‘The 
Sunday School Times Co., 1031 Wainut St., Philadelphia, Pa. 
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- From the Platform 


By Philip E. Howard, 


A Before the Lesson. — Lord Jesus, 
may we learn and have thy consideration for 
others. May. our words and our ways make 
for united service in thy name, and not for di- 
visions among thy servants. Give us the spirit 
of love toward those whom the world calls un- 
— and may we remember that thou hast 
yo even us. In thy dear name we pray. 

men, 


the Lesson.— What difference would 
it make in your life and mine if we should 
begin to live exactly as the Lord Jesus would 
direct? No, you needn’t answer aloud. 
That question goes too deep for quick an- 
swer. But think through ae | day of ours, 
and let us ask ourselves whether what we do 
exactly fits into the spirit of Christian broth- 
erhood set forth in to-day’s lesson, Would 
you and I have been entirely at home in that 
company, or like a fish out of water ? 
ould honest regard for others tolerate 
cheating in school to$ét high marks? Would 
Christian fairness allow free, unkind criticism 
of our neighbors? Would a true sense of 
Christ’s will for us lead us to be lazy in fis 
work, when others are carrying the load of 
many duties? Would Christ smile his ap- 
roval of our easy-going tolerance of a fiend- 
sh device like the saloon? And would he 
add his blessing to our decisions to do as we 
please in some things, when what we please 
may lead others to io what does not please 
the Lord Jesus? Now will some one repeat 
the Golden Text? ‘Thank you. 

[Now let the superintendent turn to the 
blackboard and write, ‘* Criticize one another 
from the heart recklessly.’”” Turn to the 
school and ask if that is correct. Then erase 
** criticize ’’ and write ‘‘harm’’ in place of 
it. Ask if that is any nearer right. ‘Then 
erase ‘*harm’’ and ‘‘ recklessly,’’ and insert 
the right words, Ask the school to read the 
text now. Dwell for a moment on the differ- 
ence, and then lead in prayer for the spirit 
of love, and for the turning of men’s. hearts 
away from any share in the evil traffic in 
strong drink, ] 

PHILADELPHIA, 


% 
Lesson Hymns and Psalms 


** All to Jesus I surrender."’ 

** Brighten the corner where you are,"’ 
** Do something for oihers."’ 

‘* Help somebody to-day."’ 

** Jesus calls us, o'er the tumult.” 

** My soul, be on thy guard."’ 

‘**O Jesus, I have promised."’ 

** So let our lips aud lives express."’ 


(References in parentheses are to the metrical 
Psalm book ‘* Bible Songs.’’) 
Psalm 112 : 1-10 (228 : 1-3, 5). 
Psalm 17 : 1-15 (28 : 1-3). 
Psalm 19 : 7-14 (35 : 4, 5). 
Psalm 37 : 23-40 (78 : I, 3-5). 
Psalm 87 ; 1-13 {41 : 1, 5, 6, 8). 





Department Helps 











The Primary Teacher 
By Mrs. Mary Foster Bryner 


ESSON ‘TEACHING, —God is pleased 
when people share their good things 
with others. 

Note, —Bring several pictures showing peo- 
ple who are sharing with others, to use when 
appropriate. Be sure that some of them are 
children, sharing with other children; or 
with animals, because they love them. 

Introduciton,—If last Sunday’s suggestion 
was followed of preparing and distributing 
Bible valentines as love messages to others, 
spend a few moments before the lesson in 
listening to results, helping the children to 
realize that such kind acts of service are 
pleasing to God. It is God’s Holy Spirit 
that makes people want to share, and to love 
one another, 

If the plan was not followed, ask the chil- 
dren about valentines received by them, 
which showed that others thought about 
them. In either case, encourage the chil- 
dren to tell of different ways in which 
parents, children, and friends show that they 
love one another, 

Illustrations from family life, also from 
mother love and vare in nature may be used. 
Country children know how the mother hen 
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scratches to find food to share with her little 
ones; city children may have watched the 
birds providing for their young. 

Schoolmates and playmates should always 
be ready to share ; so should all members of 
a family. Jesus left the glory of his home in 
heaven to come to earth to share in the lives 
of the poor people, 

This Week's Lesson Story.—The people 
in that first church in Jerusalem, long, long 
ago, wanted to live like Jesus. At first the 
church was small, but the power of God’s 
Holy Spirit he Peter and the others to 
tell the story of Jesus, so that a great many 
people joined the church because they loved 

esus, 
’ Some were rich and some were poor, but 
they were willing to share, so that every one 
might have what he needed. They wanted 
to spend more time in praying and spreading 
the story of Jesus, The outline might be 
reviewed : 


esus lived on this earth ; 
e was once a little child ; 

He went about doing good : 
He was crucified and buried ; 
He rose from the dead, 
He went back to heaven; 
He sent his Holy Spirit ; 
‘The Holy Spirit is our Helper ; 
We are toons witnesses, 


After Peter and John had healed the lame 
man (recorded in lesson for January 30) a 
great many people came to see and hear, 
and believed tle story of Jesus. ‘They often 
met for prayer and praise and work, The 
rich were willing to sell houses and lands, 
that they might biing the money to share 
with those who were in need. They brought 
it to the apostles, who divided it. (Refer to 
the custom of bringing gifts to church and 
Sunday-school at Christmas time. These 
things are sorted into baskets and carried to 
those in need.) (2) 

A good'man named Barnabas sold a field 
and brought the money to the apostles to 
share as they thought best. 

Another man, named Ananias, and Sap 
phira, his wife, decided to sell their land, as 
Barnabas had done. Instead of bringing all 
the money, they kept part of it and took the 
other part, to the,apostles for them to divide. 


| They pretended that they had brought it 
yall. (2) 


Peter said, Ananias, why has Satan filled 
your heart to act.a lie, and to keep back part 
of the price? (Also v. 4.) Ananias was sur- 
prised that Peter knew just what he had 
done, When he heard Peter’s words, he 
fell down and died. Some of the young men 
wrapped him around and carried him away 
to burial. 

A little later the same thing happened to 
his wife. Then. great fear came upon the 
people-of the church, 

Children, if you could choose, which would 
you rather be—Barnabas, who sold his land 
and gave the money to help others, or Anan- 
ias, who sold his land and kept back part, 
although he pretended that he had given 
it all? 


After the Story.—In a tactful way the 
teacher should impress the children that they 
have a chance to choose, whether to bring to 
Sunday-school all the money with which they 
started, or to keep back part to spend, ‘I'hat 
temptation is more frequent and strong than 
some of the teachers realize. The sealed 
envelope helps to bring the money safely. 
God sees and knows and wants to bless all 
who do their part. 

Refer to your pictures of children sharing 
fruit, candy, dolls, or playthings. When they 
do so we think that they ** Love one another 
from the heart.”’ 

Last week in school you saw pictures and 
talked about a man who wanted to help the 
poor black people to share in the blessings 
of our country. His name was ?:(Abra- 
ham Lincoln.) 

This week you will see pictures and hear 
stories about another great man—a soldier, 
who, though rich, was willing to share the 
suffering of his soldiers at Valley Forge and 
on the march as they crossed the icy river. 
Because, like Jesus, these men shared and 
suffered with others, we love them and call 
them great. 

Hand-work.—Make a list of the things 
which you might share to make some one 
else happy. 

Note.—There seems to be no natural tem- 
perance application of this material, uniess 
the thought is developed that if we love one 
another we will do them good, and not evil. 

CHICAGO. 
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My Class of Girls 
By Mrs. Luella Denison Baldwin 
you do if a decree were 


HAT would 
issued that no one were ever again 
to k the name Jesus ? ; 

Some people would be terrorized. Those 
who were really Christian would do just 
what Peter, John, and the other Christians 
did when ordered by the sanhedrin to refrain 
from speaking and teaching Jesus. 

Persecution drove these Christians in a 
new way upon God and into fellowship with 
each other. Their courage was not weak- 
ened in the least, but the reverse; they prayed 
God for boldness to speak his truth fearlessly. 
God answered their prayer, filling them with 
the Holy Spirit so that they ‘* spoke the Word 
of God with boldness,’’ the text says. 

Observe how the Holy Spirit manifests 
himseif in the life. They were not ‘‘ pious,’’ 
sanctimonious, long-faced people. ey did 
not separate themselves from others as ‘* het- 
ter than they,’’ too righteous to mingle with 
sinners. No, when one is filled with ‘the 
Holy Spirit, it is of Jesus and his resurrec- 
tion he will tell, Had Christ not risen from 
the dead he would have been no different 
from Mahomet or Buddha or even John 
Huss the martyr, Christianity is the only 
religion which bases its claims for accept- 
ance on the resurrection of its founder. No 
matter where these Christians were, they 
were telling of Jesus Christ, Not the latest 
scandal nor the recent novel, not clothes nor 
concerts, but Jesus Christ was the all- 
absorbing topic of conversation. 

The text says that all ‘* that believed were 
of éne heartand soul.’’ That is, they shared 
each other’s life. When one met with good 
fortune, all rejoiced; if misfortune assailed, 
all grieved as though it were their own loss. 
If a shabbily-dressed girl were in their pew 
in church or Sunday-school, these Christian 
girls did not look askance and pull their 
skirts aside because she was poor, but tried 
the more to make her feel comfortable and 
welcome. If a Christian hadn’t his home 
paid for, the mortgage became due and he 
couldn’t meet it, the men who were well-to- 
do and had property would share with their 
feedy brother. Will you notice that com- 
munity of goods was confined to Christians, 
and was not the idea of socialism some ad- 
vocate to-day. All Christians should realize 
that all possessions are given to them by 
God as a trust, and are not distinctively 


their own, ‘* Whoso hath the world’s goods, | 


and beholdeth his brother in need, and 
shutteth up his compassion from him, how 
doth the love of God abide in him?”’ (1 John 
3:17.) (8) ; 

What two men are particularly mentioned 
for selling some land? What did Barnabas 
do with his money? What did Ananias do 
with his? Had Ananias the right to keep 
back a portion? Certainly. His sin lay in 
the deception he acted. (2) 

All were admiring the big-hearted, noble- 
souled Barnabas for his generosity in selling 
his farm and letting the apostolic committee 
divide the amount between Widow Jones 
and her eight children and Father Brown 
who had been ill for so long. 

Ananias and Sapphira talked matters over 
(vs. 3,9). They feit that Barnabas had gone 
to absurd extremesin giving. But they must 
not be outdone. ‘They were considered 
highly respected church-members. ‘They 
wanted the community to look upon them 
not miserly and stingy, but just as gen- 
erous as Barnabas. Then came a happy 
thought, ** We’ll sell the lot, but keep 
bagk a part, for we really owe it to our- 
selves,’’ they reasoned. We are growing 
older.each year, and one never knows what 
the future may hold, (They did not know 
that God takes care of those who give their 
all to him.) ‘* We will just keep this to 
ourselves. The church folks need never 
know bur that we have given them the whoie 
‘price.’’ (3) 

‘That was the trouble. They were think- 
ing only of what others might think. God 
didn’t enter into it at all. ‘There was no 
longing in their hearts to help the afflicted. 
How much of their gift do you think reached 
God? (4) 

Up to this time Satan had attacked the 
church from without. Now it is in greater 
danger. Satan is attacking from within. 
Oh, that Ananias and Sapphira had known 
as they talked and planned together that 
Satan was with them! Could they have seen 
him in their midst would they have heeded 
him or spurned him?. We never can see him 
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| ; Keep a bottle in your home | 





either, but he’s ever at our side whispering 
his suggestions of a way out. He is so sly 
and subtle he has the best of us before we 
realize unless we constantly let Christ meet 
him in our stead (1 Pet. 5: 8; 2 Cor. 
2: 14). (5) 

Was Peter right in calling Ananias’ de 
ception a lie? How can one lie without 
saying a word? Webster defines a lie as a 
falsehood uttered or acted for the purpose of 
deception, Then to pretend what is not 
true is a lie. Who is the author of all lies? 
(John 8: 44.) Then one who resorts to de- 
ception and lies falls back upon Satan to 
carry her through. 

To appearance something may seem to be 
gained by a lie, but in reality nothing is 
gained. In examination one may glance at 
another’s paper, and as a result be marked 
too. But she has lied. After all, her knowl 
edge is no greater. She has not deceived 
God any more than Ananias and Sapphira 
did. Very soon she will not be trusted, and 
will be known among her mates as a thief 
and a liar. 

‘To whom did ‘Ananias lie? “Two facts are 
taught about the Holy Spirit here. The 
Holy Spirit must be a person, else he could 
not be lied to. Again, the Holy Spirit is 
God. Peter says that Ananias has lied to 
the Holy Spirit, in one verse. In the next 
verse he says that he has lied to God. We 
must conclude that the Holy Spirit and God 
are one. (6) j 

We have in these an illustration that not 
all church- members are true Christians, 
Some make the mistake of letting the church- 
member whose life doesn’t ring true keep 
them from God. If some one has appeared 
haughty or has been unfair in some dealing, 
some one is sure to say, ** Well, I don’t want 
to be a Christian if she is one.’’ 

Why did God punish this sin so severely ? 
‘This is the first recorded sin that has crept 
into the church, . They must realize the 
awfulness of it. See the effect of this pun- 
ishment upon unbelievers (v. 13) and upon 
believers (v. 14). (7 

You ask wherein lay the awfulness of this 
sin? Ananias and Sapphira pretended en- 
tire consecration to God, when in reality 
they were holding back part for self. 

I can join the church publicly and openly 
declare myself for God. People may admire 
me for my consecration, and yet there may 
be some secret sin tucked away, or some 
selfish desire not yet turned over to God. 
My surrender is but partial. 

Perhaps the sin of lying and deceit does 
not appear so black to us, But it’s black to 

od. 


** Saviour, ‘tis a full surrender, 
All I leave-to follow thee ; 
Thou my leader and defender 
From this hour shall ever be. 
I surrender all, I surrender all ; 
All I have'l bring to Jesus, [ surrender all."’ 


For Next Week’s Lesson 


Why were the apostles imprisoned a sec- 
ond time, and how did they escape? (Acts 
5: 17-25.) 

How did the apostles suffer? (Acts 5: 
40. 41.) 

What difficulty arose in the early church ? 
(6: 1.) 

How did the Grecian Jews differ from the 
Hebrew and Palestinian Jews? 

Compare the condition of women in the 
first and twentieth centuries. 

What is the office of deacon ? 
of men should they be ? 


What kind 
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LESSON FOR FEB. 20 (Acts 4: 32 tos : 


Expectant and nursing 
mothers should 





always take 
SCOTT'S 
Physicians everywhere prescribe it. 
It is free from Alcohol or Opiates. 


Pucker’s “‘ Boy’s-Eye View” 
By the Rev. William O. Rogers 


HEN we got to Sunday-school last 
Sunday there sat a nice new kodak 
on our class table. Bumps asked if 

it was a prize, but Mr. Mason, our teacher, 
oe smiled and wouldn’t tell. (1) 

hen it came lesson time he asked Fred 
to open the kodak, and what do you think ? 
It turned out to be nothing but a lunch-box, 
made like that to fool people,—it’s more 
stylish to carry a camera than a Junch-box. 

Teacher explained that this lesson takes us 
back to Jerusalem just after Peter and John 
got out of jail. The persecution drew the 
Christians all together in brotherly love, 
But one man was like the kodak lunch-box. 
He tried to appear better than he was. (2) 

We all took a look at the lesson picture 
that showed a street.in Jerusalem to-day 
where the houses are a good deal like they 
were in Peter’s time.1 It was in’ such a 
house that the disciples met, and along such 
a street that Ananias was carried out dead. 

Mr. Mason called on Fatty to tell the 
story, so he started in, He said the early 
Christians had everything all in together 
like, but Ananias kept some of his money 
out for himself. He declared to Peter he 
was putting in every cent he had, and so did 
his wife. But when Peter showed them up, 
and told them they had lied to God, they 
fell down dead. 

Next came the home questions. Fred ex- 
plained that the Christians who had farms or 
houses sold them and put the money in the 
church treasury to help those that needed it. 

Carl said there wasn’t any command about 
it, and they didn’t all do it at once, but it 
was sort of the fashion, like giving to Bel- 
gium is now, only then they didn’t keep 
back anything to live on, for they thought 
Christ was coming again so soon that there 
would be plenty to lJast them all till then. (3) 

My question was about Barnabas, and I 
showed them that his case was especially in- 
teresting because, being a Levite, he didn’t 
own any land in Palestine, but he had a 
farm up on the island of Cyprus, and he sold 
that to help the Jerusalem Church. I got 
that out of the quarterly. (4) 

Bert showed Cyprus on the map, and Bull- 
dog told about Ananias, why he sold his 
property at all if he didn’t want to turn it in. 

He said he guessed Ananias didn’t want 
to be out of*style, and was afraid he’d be 
called stingy if he didn’t give like the rest of 
the church-members. That’s why he said 
he was giving the whole thing when really 
he had salted about half of it down in an old 
sock somewhere. (5) 

Fatty said Ananias’ sins were pride, selfish- 
ness, hypocrisy, and lying, but he thought 
death was a pretty severe penalty. 


That gave teacher a chance to drill us in |. 


finding Bible verses. He had us look up 
Ezekiel 18 : 20, and read, ‘* The soul that 
sinneth, it shall die,’? and Romans 6 : 23, 
where it says, ‘* The wages of sin is death.’’ 
Iie said any rebellion against God’s law is 
enough to forfeit.a man’s life, but God’s 
mercy spares us now for Christ’s sake, and 
tries to bring us to.repentance. (6) 

Then: Mr. Mason talked about verses 32 





1 See ‘‘ Visiting the Lesson Scenes,” page 93 in 
this i<sue. 
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‘and 33, where. it: says those that believed 
were of one heart and soul, and their wit- 
nessing had great power, He says that’s 
the next big forward step for the Church to- 
day, to unite in a common love and service. 
Then we'll have twice as much power as we 
do now, all divided up like we are. 

He said this lesson was also against all 
kinds of shams. He talked about cheating 
at school to niake out like we know more 
than we do, or wearing better clothes than, 
we can afford, to let on like. we are rich, etc, 


BE scisre, LHRIST 


That’s what teacher put on the board for 
our motto, Ananias failed in all these things, 
but Peter and John lived up to them, and all 
really great men since have done so. 














Each of'us got one of these questions for 
next time : 


What took place between last lesson and 
this one? (Acts 5.) 

Who were the Grecians in verse 1? 

What was the daily ministration in verse 5 ? 

What was the cause of the complaints? 
(vs. I, 2.) 

How did they divide the church work ? 
(vs. 3, 4.) 

What kind of men were chosen for help- 
ers? (v. 3. 

What was the result of this plan ? 
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For Family Worship 
By the Rev. Joseph W. Kemp 











February 14 to 20 
Mon.—<Acts 4 : 32-37. 
The Christian Brotherhood at Jerusalem. 

Such is the beautiful picture of the early 
primitive church, ‘*One heart and one 
soul.’’ As now, so then, there were differ- 
ent tempers and conditions, but they were 
one in Christ. Being all joined to the Lord, 
they were joined one to another. Beneath 
all surface differences the church of the liv- 
ing God is one. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: We cannot do 
better than pray the prayer the Saviour 
himself prayed, “ that they may be perfected 
into one; that the world may know that 
thou didst send me, and lovedst them even 
as thou lovedst me.”’ 


Tues.—Acts §: 1-16. Selfishness and Lying. 

It is a melancholy ‘* but’’ with which the 
chapter opens. Here were two whose hearts 
were found faulty. They were neither ther- 
ough-paced_ worldlings nor thorough.paced 
Christiang. They were deceivers and no 
more, Such conduct always brings about 
its own downfall. 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: Pray fora thor- 
oughly genuineand sincere character. Pray 
for deliverance from all duplicity, hypoc- 
risy, and sham, especially in religious mat- 
ters. He is a hypocrite twice told who is 
one in the sanctuary of God. 


Wed.—Rom. 15:.1-9a. Mutual Helpfulness. 

Christians must not please themselves, 
since the design of Christianity is to lead 
away from self to the consideration of others. 
How different would the church become if 
all Christians would study to please the 
other, and how we too often see them 
thwarting each other. 


- PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: Pray that we may 
learn to pray not only for our own immedt- 
ate interests, but for the whole family of 
God’s children, For this we need great en- 
largement of heart, Pray for Goa’s will 
to be done on the earth as it is done in 
heaven. 


Thurs.—Gal. 6 : 1-10. 
Forbearance and Helpfulness. 

We ought to deal tenderly with those who 
are overtaken in a@ fault, considering our- 
selves lest we also are tempted. J.et us not 
forget that our own wilderness journey is not 
yet over, and that ere it ends there will be 
abundant room for watchfulness. A brother’s 
fall should be our sorrow. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: The awful Euro- 
pean conflict continues without intermis- 
sion, Only God knows what the outcome 
will be. Some of the great missionary agen- 





cies are nearly paralysed, and missionary 





work in many places is at a standstill, 
Pray that the church may keep her eyes om 
her Lord, for we know not what to do, - 


Fri.- Dan. §: 1-9. Fearing and Foily. 

The mystical writing struck terror to the 
heart of the gay monarch, although he knew 
not what was written. His own guilty con- 
science flew in his face, ‘his thoughts 
troubled: him,’ and for a man away from 
God there is no cure for such a malady, 
Ever and anon will he find his mirth turned 
to heaviness, 


PRAYER. SUGGESTIONS : God wants every 
saved person to pray for the perishing. Pray 
for such among your own children, faniily 
circle, relatives and friends, your children’s 
companions, business associates, neighbors 
and acquaintances. Let us — this holy 
service on behalf of individuals. 


Seat.—Mark 6: 14-29. 
Death of John the Baptist. 

The world has always hated those who 
testify of it that its works. are evil. The 
Baptist lost his life through his fidelity to his 
Lord, but it is better that ministers sould 
be persecuted now for their faithfulness than 
cursed eternally for unfaithfulness, 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: Zhe great tragedy 
of the war is the Jewish tragedy, In their 
long history of tears and blood there has 
been nothing comparable to_ the suffering of 
the Jews in Poland, Russia, Galicia, Ser- 
bia, and other parts of the war-swept sone, 
and the end ts not yet. . Let us remember in 
our prayer the scattered sheep of Israel. 
Sun.—Isa. 28 : 1-8. 

Condemned for Drunkenness. 

‘They have erred through wine.’’- Their 
drinking was a practical error. 
their judgment, weakened their will, clouded 
their understanding, made wayward their 
affections, ruined their constitutions, and 
hastened their death. Such a practise merits 
the righteous anger of God and draws down 
upon it his holy wrath. ki 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: Pray for those 
whose lives have been blighted by the 
drink evil. The children of drunken par- 
ents and others dependent upon those who 
are fast being demoralized by drink’s in- 
sidious power. Pray for the drunkard him- 
self that he may be delivered by the power of 
Christ. 

New York Clty, 








Coffee Was It 
People Slowly Learn the Facts 


‘* All my life I have been a slave to 
coffee. I kept gradually losing my 
health, but I used to say ‘nonsense, it 
doesn’t hurt me.’ 

**Slowly I was forced to admit the 
truth and the final résult was that my 
nervous force was shattered. 

‘*My heart became weak and uncer- 
tain in its action and that frightened me. 
Then my physician told me that I must 
stop drinking coffee or I could never ex- 
pect to be well again, 

‘**I thought of Postum but could hardly 
bring myself to give up the coffee. 

‘* Finally I concluded that I owed it to 
myseif to give Postum a trial. I got a 
package and carefully. followed the di- 
rections, and what a delicious, nourish- 
ing, rich drink it was! Do you know, I 
found it very easy to shift from coffee to 
Postum. 

‘‘Almost immediately after I made 
the change I found myself better, and 
as the days went by I kept. on improv- 
ing. My nerves grew steady, I slept 
well and felt strong and well-balanced. 
Now the old nervousness is gone and I 
am well once more.” 

It pays to give up the drink that acts 
on some like a poison, for health is the 
greatest fortune one can have. Name 
given by Postum Co,, Battle Creek, 
Mich. 

Postum comes in two forms: 

Postum Cereal—the original form— 
must be well boiled. 15¢ and 25¢ pack- 
ages. 

Instant Postum—a soluble powder— 
dissolves quickly in a cup of hot water 
and, with cream and sugar, makes a de- 
licious beverage instantly. 30c and s50c 
tins. 

Both kinds are equally delicious and 
cost about the same per ~ 

“ There’s a 'Reason” for Postum. 

—sold by Grocers. 
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The Sunday School Times is published 
weekly at the following rates, payable in 
advance, for either old or new subscribers, 
in the United States and Canada. These 
rates include postage : 


$1 00 Five or more copies, either to 
° separate addresses or in a pack- 
age to one addiess, $1.00 each, per year, 
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 Gricees 


Indispensable 


are the words used by many of the 
two hundred thousand readers of this 
reference Bible in their impres- 
sion of its value tothem. It has revo- 
lutionized the Bible study of thou- 
i — The Sunday School Times, 


The Scofield Reference Bible 


Edited by the Rev. C. I. Scofield, D.D. 
[108 Reds eerpe certain o4itep-oa 


weedy the Bible daily daily in spare moments for 
a short time, and you will know the Bible. 
Clear black face type, easy to read 
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The Young People’s 
Prayer-Meeting — 
By Robert E. Speer 








Sunday, February 20, 1916 


How to put the Bible into Life. 
(Psa. 119 : 105-112), 





Daily Readings for Preceding Week 


a ee (Psa. 1). 

UES, —Apply its pe ts (John 13 : 17). 
WED. —Study Mesbauntatier. ee tI- 13). 
‘THURS. —Memorize it (Deut. 6 : 4-9). 
FRI. —Utilize it (Matt. 4 : 1-11). 
Sat.—Practise it (Jas. 1 : 22-27). 
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How should we study the Bible ? 
The need of the book of Proverbs in life. 
pee part of the Bible do you try to prac- 


tise? 
H 

put in young. John Ruskin’s testi- 

mony in ‘“ Praeterita’’ is at once one 
of the best. illustrations of the truth of this 
and one of the best revelations of how it can 
be done where there is a will for its doing 
and one of the best appeals to us all to read, 
study, memorize, and practise the Bible. 


**T have next with deeper gratitude to 
chronicle. what 1 owed to my mother for the 
resolutely consistent lessons which so exer- 
cised me in the Scriptures as to make every 
word of them familiar to my ear in habitual 
music,—yet in ay familiarity reverenced, 
as transcending all thought, and ordaining 
all conduct. 


** This she effected, not by her own say- 
| ings or personal authority ; ; but simply by 
| compelling me to read the book thoroughly, 
for myself. As soon as I was.able to read 
with fluency, she began a course’ of “ 
work with me, which never ceased till 
‘went to Orford: Slie read altérnate vaioer 
with me, watching, at first, every intonation 
of nity voice, and correcting the false ones, 
till she made me understand the verse, if 
within my reach, rightly,,and énergetically. 
It might be beyond me altogether; that she 
did not care about ; but she made sure that 
as soon as I got hold’ of it at all, I should 
get hold of it by the right end. 

’ < 


‘*In this way she began with the first 
verse of Genesis, and went straight through, 
to the last verse. of the Apocalypse; hard 
names, numbers, Levitical law, and all; and 
began at Genesis the next day. If a name 
was hard, the better the exercise in pro- 
nunciation,—if a chapter was tiresome, the 
better lesson in patience,—if loathsome, the 
better lesson in faith that there was some 
use in its being so outspoken. After our 
chapters, (from two-to three a day, according 
to their length, the first thing after break- 
fast, and no interruption from servants 
allowed,—none from visitors, who either 
joined in the reading or had to stay upstairs, 
and none from any visitings or excursions, 
except real traveling,) I had to learn a few 
verses by heart, or repeat, to make sure | 
had not lost, something of what was already 
known ; and, with the chapters thus grad- 
ually possessed from the first word to the 
last, I had to learn the whole body of the 
fine old Scottish paraphrases, which are 
good, melodious, and forceful verse ; and to 
which, together with the Bible itself, I owe 
the first cultivation of my ear in sound, 


b 4 


** But it is only by deliberate effort that I 
recall the long morning hours of toil, as 
regular as sunrise,—toil on both sides equal, 
by which, year after year, my mother forced 
me to learned these ~araphases, and chap- 
ters, (the eighth of ist Kings being one—try 
it, good reader, in a leisure hour !) allowing 
not so much as a syllable to be missed or mis- 
placed; while every sentence was required 
to be said over and over again till she was 
satisfied with the accent of it. I recollect a 
struggle between us of about three weeks, 
concerning the accent of the ‘of’ in the 
lines 

* Shall any following spring revive 
The ashes of the urn ?— 
I insisting, partly in childish obstinacy, and 


E Bible is best put into life when it is 
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Hevelaalon chatoer 5, 6 * , | 4 : 
“ And truly, though I have : 
seman of ea 


after life,—and owe not a little to 


on id Lh oe 
poy whew, the one. 


New York Cree: 
=< 


wholly careless on the subject both of urns 
and their contents,) on reciting it’ with an 
accented of. It was not, I say, till after 
three weeks’ labor, that mother the 
accent lighténéd on the ‘of’ and on the 
ashes, o her mind. But bad it taken three 
years, she would have done it, having once 
undertaken to do it, — 


**T have just oldest use 
Bible, —a mt opened my ol ve ™ 4 


ee volume it is, — ae — 
ce, 


D. Hunter ~ 

Printers - oe 7 ’s ‘Most Tnanelloat 
ajesty, in © ellow, now, with : 

and flexible, but not unclean, ‘with mu Can You These 

use, except that the lower corners of the |! 


pages at 8th of rst Kings, and 32nd Deuter- : ; 
onomy, are worn somewhat thin and dark, By Samuel Scoville, Jr. 
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the learning of these May me Piers haying 

cost me a ins. er’s list of | 411. Who were allowed to eat beetles but 
the chai th which, fers Searni, she not hares, fish but not eels, locusts but 
estab a. my soul in life, has just fallen not crabs, and grasshoppers bat not 
= of it, Mt eg take what _ ence the swans ? , 

ncurious reader can give m r printing the 

Hot thas mccdentally secencet es (N° 412, What food would not keep over night 


except once a week? © 


413. What two kings went into battle in 
disguise, and what happened to them? 


Exodus, chapters 15, and 20. 

2 Samuel, chapter 1, from verse 17 to the end. 

t Kings, chapter 8, 

Psalms chapters 23, 32, 90, 91, 103, 112, 119, | 414. What is the sign of a covenant between 
God and man, and what of a covenant 


between God and the Jewish nation ? 


415. When was it death to kindle a fire? 
FHILADELPHIA. 


139. 
Proverbs, chapters 2, 3, 8, 12. 
Isaiah, chapter, 58. 
Matthew, ¢ chapters 5, 6. 7. 


Acts, chapter 26, 
I t Cortathians, chapters 13, TS. 


















is the title of our 1916 logue—the most beautiful and complete horticultural , 
cation of the year—really « book of 206 » 16 colored plates or 1000 

engravings. showin actual results exagg 9 Rey a mine rot infor- 
mation of everything in Gar ening, either for ttnawes or profit, and embodies the results 
of over sixty-nine years of practical experience. To give this catalogue the largest pos- 
sible distribution we make ‘he following unusual offer : : 


Every Empty Envelope 
Counts as Cash 


{To every one who. will state where this advertisement ‘was seen and who encloses | 
‘en Cents we will mail the uc... 
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The 1916 Bible Success Band Booklets may be ordered from 
The Siinday School Times at 15 cents for a single copy (inelud- 
ing the card of membership) or in quantities of ten or more at 

ro cents each. Memorizing may begin at any time. 
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BETWEEN THE CHURCH AND THE WORLD. By Rev. R.E.Neighbour....... - 10 cents 
Introduction by 1. M. Haldeman, D.D. Foreword by C. |. Se COPIELD. D.D. 
Other Stirring and Vital Pamphlets by the Same Author : 
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Pia 
I rise to ask 

a few questions about the dnnk business. 

@, Will you answer me? 

@ And six other boys, too? 


@ We want to take part in your ) peaguagine ator 
on Sunday, February 20, if you'll let us. 


@, You can do it Ki ila dill ABS the enh 
who make The Sunday School Times—the paper my 
teacher reads. 

@, I've heard the programs cost $1.50 a hundred. 
@ I think you'll be imterested in our questions, but 
I guess you'll find ‘em hard to answer! 








partly in true. instinct. for rhythm, (being 











